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In 2009, Chicago spent millions of dollars to create programs to prevent gang violence in some of its most
disadvantaged neighborhoods. Yet in spite of the programs, violence has grown worse in some of the very
neighborhoods that the violence prevention programs were intented to help. While public officials and social
scientists often attribute the violence - and the failure of the programs - to a lack of community in poor
neighborhoods, closer study reveals another source of community division: local politics.

Through an ethnographic case study of Chicago's Little Village neighborhood, Wounded City dispells the
popular belief that a lack of community is the primary source of violence, arguing that competition for
political power and state resources often undermine efforts to reduce gang violence. Robert Vargas argues
that the state, through the way it governs, can contribute to distrust and division among community members,
thereby undermining social cohesion. The strategic actions taken by police officers, politicians, nonprofit
organizations, and gangs to collaborate or compete for power and resources can vary block by block,
triggering violence on some blocks while successfully preventing it on others.

A rich blend of urban politics, sociology, and criminology, Wounded City offers a cautionary tale for elected
officials, state agencies, and community based organizations involved with poor neighborhoods.
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From reader reviews:

Walter Jones:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time? What
did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question because just their can do
in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on
kindergarten until university need this Wounded City: Violent Turf Wars in a Chicago Barrio to read.

Shannon Bland:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for you is Wounded City: Violent Turf Wars in a Chicago Barrio this reserve consist a lot of
the information on the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how do the world
has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer
made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of you.

Linda Guyette:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This publication Wounded City: Violent Turf Wars in a Chicago Barrio was
filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big
advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to
get book that you just wanted.

Frances Pierce:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So
you know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by
book. Different categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Wounded City:
Violent Turf Wars in a Chicago Barrio.
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