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Henry Louis Gates, Jr.'s original, groundbreaking study explores the relationship between the African and
African-American vernacular traditions and black literature, elaborating a new critical approach located
within this tradition that allows the black voice to speak for itself.
Examining the ancient poetry and myths found in African, Latin American, and Caribbean culture, and
particularly the Yoruba trickster figure of Esu-Elegbara and the Signifying Monkey whose myths help
articulate the black tradition's theory of its literature, Gates uncovers a unique system for interpretation and a
powerful vernacular tradition that black slaves brought with them to the New World. His critical approach
relies heavily on the Signifying Monkey--perhaps the most popular figure in African-American folklore--and
signification and Signifyin(g).
Exploring signification in black American life and literature by analyzing the transmission and revision of
various signifying figures, Gates provides an extended analysis of what he calls the "Talking Book," a
central trope in early slave narratives that virtually defines the tradition of black American letters. Gates uses
this critical framework to examine several major works of African-American literature--including Zora
Neale Hurston's Their Eyes Were Watching God, Ralph Ellison's Invisible Man, and Ishmael Reed's Mumbo
Jumbo--revealing how these works signify on the black tradition and on each other.
The second volume in an enterprising trilogy on African-American literature, The Signifying Monkey--which
expands the arguments of Figures in Black--makes an important contribution to literary theory, African-
American literature, folklore, and literary history.
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From reader reviews:

Diana Sturgill:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book The Signifying Monkey: A Theory of
African-American Literary Criticism. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book.
Provided that we know about how is important the book The Signifying Monkey: A Theory of African-
American Literary Criticism. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by just a book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you
will end up known. About simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we are
able to open a book as well as searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

Michael Burnette:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now
could be taking seriously which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced.
If you get the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge
disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Signifying Monkey: A
Theory of African-American Literary Criticism as the daily resource information.

Carolyn Foley:

Typically the book The Signifying Monkey: A Theory of African-American Literary Criticism will bring
that you the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In
case you try to find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book The Signifying
Monkey: A Theory of African-American Literary Criticism is much recommended to you you just read. You
can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Adam Tonn:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to your account is The Signifying Monkey: A Theory of African-American Literary Criticism
this reserve consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This specific book was
represented so why is the world has grown up. The language styles that writer require to explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some research when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal all of you.
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