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Sicker asserts that the Mosaic canon, the Pentateuch, is first and foremost a library of essentially political
teachings and documents, and that the first eleven chapters of the book of Genesis set forth in essence a
general Mosaic political philosophy. These writings take a unique mythopoeic approach to the construction
of a normative political theory intended to undergird the idea of a mutual covenant between God and the
people of Israel that is to be realized in history in the creation of the ideal society. It is with the elaboration of
the political ideas reflected in these early chapters of Genesis that this book is concerned.

For the modern reader, the biblical texts should be understood as postulating some basic ideas of Mosaic
moral and political philosophy that, in Sicker's view, continue to be applicable in contemporary times. First,
man is endowed with free will, however constrained by circumstances it may be, and with the intellect to
govern and direct it in appropriate paths. Accordingly, he is individually responsible for his actions and must
be held accountable for them. Second, man has a necessary relation to God whether he wishes it or not.
Prudence alone will therefore dictate that compliance with divine precept is in man's best interest. Third,the
notion that man can create a moral society without reference to God is a deceptive illusion. Man's ability to
rationalize even his most outrageous behavior clearly indicates the need for an unimpeachable source and
standard of moral authority. Fourth, until all men accept the preceding principles, the idea of a universal state
is both dangerous and counterproductive. In the 20th century, we have witnessed two different attempts to
create such a world state, both of which produced totalitarian monstrosities. Fifth, individualism as a social
philosophy tends to be destructive of traditional values and must be tempered by the idea of communal
responsibility. A survey of particular interest to scholars, researchers, and students interested in Jewish
history, political thought, and the Old Testament.
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From reader reviews:

Georgia Martinez:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Reading Genesis Politically : An Introduction to Mosaic Political
Philosophy book is readable by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the information here are
arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to offer
to you. The writer involving Reading Genesis Politically : An Introduction to Mosaic Political Philosophy
content conveys the idea easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different
in the articles but it just different by means of it. So , do you continue to thinking Reading Genesis Politically
: An Introduction to Mosaic Political Philosophy is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Helen Leavitt:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
or even playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the
whole day to reading a publication. The book Reading Genesis Politically : An Introduction to Mosaic
Political Philosophy it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. We
were holding enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space bringing this book you can
buy the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to fund but this
book has high quality.

Justin Belz:

The reason why? Because this Reading Genesis Politically : An Introduction to Mosaic Political Philosophy
is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress
you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also write the book
in such remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey
the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going
to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help
improving your proficiency and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If
I were being you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Carol Ton:

You could spend your free time to study this book this guide. This Reading Genesis Politically : An
Introduction to Mosaic Political Philosophy is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the
beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you can
buy the actual e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone.



So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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