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The role of the U.S. Supreme Court in the aftermath of the 2000 presidential election raised questions in the
minds of many Americans about the relationships between judges and political influence; the following years
saw equally heated debates over the appropriate role of political ideology in selecting federal judges. Legal
scholars have always debated these questions—asking, in effect, how much judicial systems operate on merit
and principle and how much they are shaped by politics.

The Japanese Constitution, like many others, requires that all judges be "independent in the exercise of their
conscience and bound only by this Constitution and its laws." Consistent with this requirement, Japanese
courts have long enjoyed a reputation for vigilant independence—an idea challenged only occasionally, and
most often anecdotally. But in this book, J. Mark Ramseyer and Eric B. Rasmusen use the latest statistical
techniques to examine whether that reputation always holds up to scrutiny—whether, and to what extent, the
careers of lower court judges can be manipulated to political advantage.

On the basis of careful econometric analysis of career data for hundreds of judges, Ramseyer and Rasmusen
find that Japanese politics do influence judicial careers, discreetly and indirectly: judges who decide
politically charged cases in ways favored by the ruling party enjoy better careers after their decisions than
might otherwise be expected, while dissenting judges are more likely to find their careers hampered by
assignments to less desirable positions.

Ramseyer and Rasmusen's sophisticated yet accessible analysis has much to offer anyone interested in either
judicial independence or the application of econometric techniques in the social sciences.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Ayers:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some
of you maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Measuring Judicial Independence:
The Political Economy of Judging in Japan (Studies in Law and Economics) is our recommendation to help
you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Gabriel Reyes:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This Measuring Judicial Independence: The Political Economy of Judging in
Japan (Studies in Law and Economics) book is readable through you who hate those perfect word style. You
will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving perhaps
decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer of Measuring Judicial Independence: The
Political Economy of Judging in Japan (Studies in Law and Economics) content conveys prospect easily to
understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different in the form of it. So , do you still thinking Measuring Judicial Independence: The Political
Economy of Judging in Japan (Studies in Law and Economics) is not loveable to be your top listing reading
book?

Doris Blair:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic within the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your own
personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday.
The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the guide untitled Measuring Judicial Independence: The Political Economy of Judging in
Japan (Studies in Law and Economics) can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to
you.

Jason Bradley:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have you got when the spare
time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book you have



read is usually Measuring Judicial Independence: The Political Economy of Judging in Japan (Studies in
Law and Economics).
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