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In her critical biography of Anna Seward (1742-1809), Teresa Barnard examines the poet's unpublished
letters and manuscripts, providing a fresh perspective on Seward's life and historical milieu that restores and
problematizes Seward's carefully constructed narrative of her life. Of the poet Anna Seward, it may be said
with some veracity that hers was an epistolary life. What is known of Seward comes from six volumes of her
letters and from juvenile letters that prefaced her books of poetry, all published posthumously. That Seward
intended her correspondence to serve as her autobiography is clear, but she could not have anticipated that
the letters she intended for publication would be drastically edited and censored by her literary editor, Walter
Scott, and by her publisher, Archibald Constable. Stripped of their vitality and much of their significance, the
published letters omit telling tales of the intricacies of the marriage market and Seward's own battles against
gender inequality in the educational and workplace spheres. Seward's correspondents included Erasmus
Darwin, William Hayley, Helen Maria Williams, and Robert Southey, and her letters are packed with stories
and anecdotes about her friends' lives and characters, what they looked like, and how they lived. Particularly
compelling is Barnard's discussion of Seward's astonishing last will and testament, a twenty-page document
that summarizes her life, achievements, and self-definition as a writing woman. Barnard's biography not only
challenges what is known about Seward, but provides new information about the lives and times of
eighteenth-century writers.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Sanders:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different
to fill your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the guide untitled Anna Seward: A Constructed Life: A Critical Biography can be
excellent book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Paul Holt:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will
get lot of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then
do you ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book
you have read is usually Anna Seward: A Constructed Life: A Critical Biography.

Julius Montanez:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Anna Seward: A Constructed
Life: A Critical Biography, you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to miss it?
What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come
on its called reading friends.

Al Fraire:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This publication Anna Seward: A Constructed Life: A Critical Biography was filled regarding
science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has diverse
feel when they reading any book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can really feel enjoy to
read a guide. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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