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Ideal for courses in introductory or modern and contemporary philosophy, The Great Conversation: A
Historical Introduction to Philosophy, Volume II: Descartes through Derrida and Quine covers the same
material as the second half (chapters 12-26) of author Norman Melchert's longer volume, The Great
Conversation. Now in its fifth edition, this historically organized introductory text treats philosophy as a
dramatic and continuous story--a conversation about humankind's deepest and most persistent concerns.
Tracing the exchange of ideas between history's key philosophers, the book demonstrates that while
constructing an argument or making a claim, one philosopher almost always has others in mind. It addresses
the fundamental questions of human life: Who are we? What can we know? How should we live? and What
sort of reality do we inhabit?
The fifth edition retains the distinctive feature of previous editions: Melchert provides a generous selection
of excerpts from major philosophical works and makes them more easily understandable to students with his
own lucid and engaging explanations. Ranging from Descartes to Derrida and Quine, the selections are
organized historically and include a translation of Descartes'Meditations on First Philosophy (the complete
work). The author's commentary offers a rich intellectual and cultural context for the philosophical ideas
conveyed in the excerpts. Extensive cross-referencing shows students how philosophers respond
appreciatively or critically to the thoughts of other philosophers. The text is enhanced by two types of
exercises--"Basic Questions" and "For Further Thought"--and more than thirty illustrations.

New to the Fifth Edition

* A new chapter (25) on Simone de Beauvoir and her contributions to philosophy
* New profiles of the Buddha and Jean-Jacques Rousseau
* Review questions that are now dispersed throughout the chapters (instead of at chapter ends) to follow
relevant passages and facilitate classroom discussion
* Six new images, including explanatory cartoons that help students understand key concepts
* A revised Instructor's Manual and Test Bank containing essential points, teaching suggestions, and
multiple-choice, short-answer, and essay exam questions

Also available to suit your course needs: The Great Conversation: A Historical Introduction to
Philosophy, Fifth Edition (combined volume covering the Pre-Socratics through Derrida and Quine) and The
Great Conversation: Volume I: Pre-Socratics through Descartes, Fifth Edition (includes chapters 1-13 of the
combined volume).
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From reader reviews:

Irving Hansen:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a reserve. Book
has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading ability was fluently. A book The Great Conversation: A Historical Introduction to
Philosophy Volume II: Descartes through Derrida and Quine will make you to possibly be smarter. You can
feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think this open
or reading a new book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you
looking for best book or ideal book with you?

Robert Penrose:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys that
aren't like that. This The Great Conversation: A Historical Introduction to Philosophy Volume II: Descartes
through Derrida and Quine book is readable through you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the
facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that
want to give to you. The writer connected with The Great Conversation: A Historical Introduction to
Philosophy Volume II: Descartes through Derrida and Quine content conveys prospect easily to understand
by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different as it. So , do
you still thinking The Great Conversation: A Historical Introduction to Philosophy Volume II: Descartes
through Derrida and Quine is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Jeffrey Blough:

This book untitled The Great Conversation: A Historical Introduction to Philosophy Volume II: Descartes
through Derrida and Quine to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that is because when
you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the
book store or you can order it by using online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for
your requirements to past this e-book from your list.

Bruce Smith:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Great Conversation: A
Historical Introduction to Philosophy Volume II: Descartes through Derrida and Quine can be the reply, oh
how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this
brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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