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Examines how and why government leaders understand and respond to African Americans and Latinos in
northeastern cities with strong political traditions.

Focusing on four medium-sized northeastern cities with strong political traditions, Electoral Politics Is Not
Enough analyzes conditions under which white leaders respond to and understand minority interests. Peter F.
Burns argues that conventional explanations, including the size of the minority electorate, the socioeconomic
status of the citizenry, and the percentage of minority elected officials do not account for variations in white
leaders’ understanding of and receptiveness toward African American and Latino interests. Drawing upon
interviews with more than 200 white and minority local leaders, and through analysis of local education and
public safety policies, he finds that unconventional channels, namely neighborhood groups and community-
based organizations, strongly influence the representation of minority interests.

“…Electoral Politics Is Not Enough is a tour de force that should be read by scholars and practitioners alike
who are interested in urban and/or minority politics … it sheds new light on the well-traveled ground of
urban politics and provides innovative building blocks for advancing a deeper understanding of the complex
relationships among race, place, and representation in America.” — Perspectives on Politics

“The title of Peter Burns’s thoughtful and detailed study accurately signals his thesis. Blacks and Latinos
increase city government responsiveness to their concerns primarily through ‘unconventional
resources’—dominantly strong community organizations—rather than through electoral mobilization and
representation.” — Political Science Quarterly

“The great strength of this book is its thorough ground-level knowledge of the politics of these major New
England cities. This book represents an impressive amount of field investigation and will almost certainly
find a captivated audience among those who study minority and ethnic politics, as well as urban politics.” —
James G. Gimpel, coauthor of Cultivating Democracy: Civic Environments and Political Socialization in
America

“Much of what we know about African American and Latino politics is based on research in large American
cities. This book is one of the few that speaks to minority politics within the context of medium-sized cities,
and its comparative focus is especially commendable. Electoral Politics Is Not Enough adds to our
understanding of minority representation and will be useful for those interested in urban politics, public
policy, community organizing, and African American and Latino politics. It simply has no rival.” — Marion
Orr, author of Black Social Capital: The Politics of School Reform in Baltimore, 1986–1998
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From reader reviews:

Frederick Avelar:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while
is reading. Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this Electoral Politics Is Not
Enough: Racial And Ethnic Minorities And Urban Politics (Suny Series in African American Studies; Suny
Series in Urban Public Policy) book as nice and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater
than just a book.

Michael Roberts:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get large
amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are
you experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual
book you have read is actually Electoral Politics Is Not Enough: Racial And Ethnic Minorities And Urban
Politics (Suny Series in African American Studies; Suny Series in Urban Public Policy).

Clyde Connell:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Electoral Politics Is Not Enough: Racial And
Ethnic Minorities And Urban Politics (Suny Series in African American Studies; Suny Series in Urban
Public Policy), it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What
kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its
called reading friends.

Josephine Mares:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that question
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also
know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. Different categories of



books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is Electoral Politics Is Not Enough: Racial
And Ethnic Minorities And Urban Politics (Suny Series in African American Studies; Suny Series in Urban
Public Policy).
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