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The Encounter Never Ends offers a thoughtful meditation on the relationship between fieldwork and
anthropological knowledge through the analysis of Tamil ritual practice in a South Indian village. Isabelle
Clark-Deces revisits field notes taken more than fifteen years earlier, and reveals what she intended when she
took the notes, what she came to understand and record, and why she proceeded to ignore her ethnography
until recently. Returning to these notes with fresh eyes and matured experience, Clark-Deces gains insight
into Tamil rural society that complicates anthropological analyses of the Indian village. She realizes that the
village she lived in was neither a community nor a system but rather a loose hodgepodge of caste groups and
advises that the social order is not necessarily the best place to start looking for important insights into the
ways in which cultures construe ritual action. Drawing on the recent work of Don Handelman to discuss the
two Tamil ritual complexes recovered from her field notes, a drought removal ritual and a post-funeral
ceremony, the author shows how they articulate complex notions regarding knowledge, reflexivity, and
action. Throughout, the author shares her own story, including the mixture of frustration and fascination she
felt while conducting fieldwork, illustrating how extraordinarily difficult ethnographic description is."
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From reader reviews:

Joe Vizcarra:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve The Encounter Never Ends: A
Return to the Field of Tamil Rituals (Suny Series in Hindu Studies) will make you to always be smarter. You
can feel much more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that open or
reading some sort of book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they might be thought like
that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book with you?

Robert Caceres:

This book untitled The Encounter Never Ends: A Return to the Field of Tamil Rituals (Suny Series in Hindu
Studies) to be one of several books this best seller in this year, that is because when you read this reserve you
can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by
means of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book,
since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this book
from your list.

Willie Dominguez:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking The Encounter Never Ends:
A Return to the Field of Tamil Rituals (Suny Series in Hindu Studies) that give your enjoyment preference
will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the means
for people to know world far better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be explained
constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to end up being
success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you could pick The
Encounter Never Ends: A Return to the Field of Tamil Rituals (Suny Series in Hindu Studies) become your
own personal starter.

Christopher Gobert:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen require book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those ebooks have
many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. Through the
book The Encounter Never Ends: A Return to the Field of Tamil Rituals (Suny Series in Hindu Studies) we
can have more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To become creative person must want to
read a book. Just simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to
change your life with that book The Encounter Never Ends: A Return to the Field of Tamil Rituals (Suny



Series in Hindu Studies). You can more desirable than now.
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