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In 1798, a decade after the Founding Fathers created a nation based on the principles of liberty and equality,
Charles Brockden Brown, then an unknown Philadelphia writer, invented the American Gothic novel. His
first book, Wieland, is the story of a religious fanatic haunted by demonic voices instructing him to murder
his wife and children; in subsequent works, a young country bumpkin confronts the depravities of city
existence, an impecunious daughter becomes the erotic obsession of an insane egomaniacal rationalist, and a
sleepwalker awakes to—and participates in—the extremes of frontier savagery. How could a glorious age of
American history also give rise to the darkest of literary traditions, one that would inspire Edgar Allan Poe,
Stephen King, and many other best-selling American writers?

In Charles Brockden Brown's Revolution and the Birth of American Gothic, Peter Kafer carefully unravels
the mystery of what compelled this pious Philadelphia Quaker to become fascinated with a peculiar form of
dark European imagery and transform it into something wholly American. In the new nation, Kafer notes,
there were no ancient monasteries, no haunted castles, no hierarchies of nobility to draw upon. Taking
inspiration instead from his pacifist family's persecution at the hands of the American Revolutionaries,
including the likes of Alexander Hamilton and John Adams, as well as from perverse expressions of
European-American Protestantism and the suppressed histories of his native Pennsylvania, Brockden Brown
wrote of the horrors that lurked below the triumphant veneer of the young American republic. In doing so, he
became the literary conscience of his generation.

Written with a witty and acutely critical eye, Charles Brockden Brown's Revolution and the Birth of
American Gothic illuminates the social and political influences on the nation's first professional novelist and
reveals the surprising origins of one of American literature's most popular and enduring genres.
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From reader reviews:

Evelina Lewis:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Charles Brockden
Brown's Revolution and the Birth of American Gothic suitable to you? The actual book was written by well
known writer in this era. The particular book untitled Charles Brockden Brown's Revolution and the Birth of
American Gothicis the main of several books that will everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a
number of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimension that you
ever know just before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to
know the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So that you
can see the represented of the world in this book.

Donald Andrews:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of several ways to share
the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Charles
Brockden Brown's Revolution and the Birth of American Gothic, you are able to tells your family, friends in
addition to soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Ashley Washington:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get wide
range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read is Charles Brockden Brown's Revolution and the Birth of American Gothic.

Irene Gonzales:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Charles Brockden Brown's Revolution and the
Birth of American Gothic can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are consequently
out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?
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