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The constant call to admit guilt amounts almost to a tyranny of confession today. We demand tell-all tales in
the public dramas of the courtroom, the talk shows, and in print, as well as in the more private spaces of the
confessional and the psychoanalyst's office. Yet we are also deeply uneasy with the concept: how can we tell
whether a confession is true? What if it has been coerced?

In Troubling Confessions, Peter Brooks juxtaposes cases from law and literature to explore the kinds of truth
we associate with confessions, and why we both rely on them and regard them with suspicion. For centuries
the law has considered confession to be "the queen of proofs," yet it has also seen a need to regulate
confessions and the circumstances under which they are made, as evidenced in the continuing debate over
the Miranda decision. Western culture has made confessional speech a prime measure of authenticity, seeing
it as an expression of selfhood that bears witness to personal truth. Yet the urge to confess may be motivated
by inextricable layers of shame, guilt, self-loathing, the desire to propitiate figures of authority. Literature
has often understood the problematic nature of confession better than the law, as Brooks demonstrates in
perceptive readings of legal cases set against works by Rousseau, Dostoevsky, Joyce, and Camus, among
others.

Mitya in The Brothers Karamazov captures the trouble with confessional speech eloquently when he offers
his confession with the anguished plea: this is a confession; handle with care. By questioning the truths of
confession, Peter Brooks challenges us to reconsider how we demand confessions and what we do with
them.
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From reader reviews:

Darren Custer:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication Troubling Confessions: Speaking
Guilt in Law and Literature will make you to always be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you
can know about almost everything. But some of you think in which open or reading some sort of book make
you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or
ideal book with you?

Nancy Martindale:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
while those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Troubling Confessions: Speaking Guilt in
Law and Literature as your daily resource information.

Mary Wines:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book Troubling Confessions: Speaking Guilt in Law and
Literature was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Troubling
Confessions: Speaking Guilt in Law and Literature has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until young
adults. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. So ,
not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to
choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading in which.

Kelly Edge:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the particular book Troubling Confessions: Speaking Guilt
in Law and Literature to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy you just read
it and mingle the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to
start a book and study it. Beside that the reserve Troubling Confessions: Speaking Guilt in Law and
Literature can to be a newly purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in what must you're
doing of the time.
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