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Women remain dramatically underrepresented in elective office, including in entry-level political offices.
While they enjoy the freedom to stand for office and therefore have an equal legal footing with men, this
persistent gender imbalance raises pressing questions about democratic legitimacy, the inclusivity of
American politics, and the quality of political representation. The reasons for women's underrepresentation
remain the subject of much debate. One explanation--that the United States lacks sufficient openings for
political newcomers--has become less compelling in recent years, as states that have adopted term limits
have not seen the expected gains in women's office holding. Other accounts about candidate scarcity, gender
inequalities in society, and the lingering effects of gendered socialization have some merit; however, these
accounts still fail to explain the relatively low numbers.

Drawing upon original surveys conducted in 1981 and 2008 by the Center for American Women and Politics
(Cawp) of women state legislators across all fifty states, and follow-up interviews after the 2008 survey, the
authors find that gender differences in pathways to the legislatures, first evident in 1981, have been
surprisingly persistent over time. They find that, while the ambition framework better explains men's
decisions to run for office, a relationally embedded model of candidate emergence better captures women's
decision-making, with women's decisions more often influenced by the encouragement and support of
parties, organizations, and family members.

By rethinking the nature of women's representation, this study calls for a reorientation of academic research
on women's election to office and provides insight into new strategies for political practitioners concerned
about women's political equality.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Herr:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly feel happy read
one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual More Women Can Run: Gender
and Pathways to the State Legislatures is kind of publication which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

Jerry Bates:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name More Women Can
Run: Gender and Pathways to the State Legislatures suitable to you? Often the book was written by well-
known writer in this era. Often the book untitled More Women Can Run: Gender and Pathways to the State
Legislaturesis the main one of several books this everyone read now. This book was inspired a number of
people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever
know previous to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to
be aware of the core of this book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To
help you to see the represented of the world on this book.

Clifford Jones:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will
get great deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you have when
the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read is
definitely More Women Can Run: Gender and Pathways to the State Legislatures.

Ella McCoy:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
and also can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this More Women Can Run: Gender and Pathways to the State
Legislatures can make you experience more interested to read.
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