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“Fascinating . . . one of history’s most important poisons?and most important murders.”?Deborah
Blum, author of The Poisoner’s Handbook

In the first half of the nineteenth century, an epidemic swept Europe: arsenic poisoning. Available at any
corner shop for a few pence, arsenic was so frequently used by potential beneficiaries of wills that it was
nicknamed “the inheritor’s powder.” But it was difficult to prove that a victim had been poisoned, let alone
to identify the contaminated food or drink since arsenic was tasteless.

Then came a riveting case. On the morning of Saturday, November 2, 1833, the Bodle household sat down to
their morning breakfast. That evening, the local doctor John Butler received an urgent summons: the family
and their servants had collapsed and were seriously ill. Three days later, after lingering in agony, wealthy
George Bodle died in his bed at his farmhouse in Plumstead, leaving behind several heirs, including a son
and grandson?both of whom were not on the best of terms with the family patriarch.

The investigation, which gained international attention, brought together a colorful cast of characters:
bickering relatives; a drunken, bumbling policeman; and James Marsh, an unknown but brilliant chemist
who, assigned the Bodle case, attempted to create a test that could accurately pinpoint the presence of
arsenic. In doing so, however, he would cause as many problems as he solved. Were innocent men and
women now going to the gallows? And would George Bodle’s killer be found?

Incisive and wryly entertaining, science writer Sandra Hempel brings to life a gripping story of domestic
infighting, wayward police behavior, a slice of Victorian history, stories of poisonings, and an unforgettable
foray into the origins of forensic science.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Castaneda:

This book untitled The Inheritor's Powder: A Tale of Arsenic, Murder, and the New Forensic Science to be
one of several books that best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this reserve you can
get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book shop or you can order it by
means of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book,
since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for you to past this book from your
list.

Freddie Hoops:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data. When
you read a book you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
The Inheritor's Powder: A Tale of Arsenic, Murder, and the New Forensic Science, you could tells your
family, friends along with soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them
reading a e-book.

Don Gonzales:

The reason? Because this The Inheritor's Powder: A Tale of Arsenic, Murder, and the New Forensic Science
is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock
you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who all write the book
in such amazing way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it.
This phenomenal book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have such as help improving
your ability and your critical thinking way. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I ended up you I
will go to the book store hurriedly.

Lillie Rose:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up
being rare? Why so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and The Inheritor's Powder: A Tale of
Arsenic, Murder, and the New Forensic Science or even others sources were given know-how for you. After
you know how the great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was created for
teacher or even students especially. Those publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In



various other case, beside science publication, any other book likes The Inheritor's Powder: A Tale of
Arsenic, Murder, and the New Forensic Science to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of
book like here.
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