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Prior to Roe v. Wade, hundreds of thousands of illegal abortions occurred in the United States every year.
Rickie Solinger uses the story of Ruth Barnett, an abortionist in Portland, Oregon, between 1918 and 1968 to
demonstrate that it was the law, not so-called back-alley practitioners, that most endangered women's lives in
the years before abortion was legal.

Women from all walks of life came to Ruth Barnett to seek abortions. For most of her career she worked in a
proper suite of offices, undisturbed by legal authorities. In her years of practice she performed forty thousand
abortions and never lost a patient. But in the anti-abortion fervor of the post-World War II era, conditions in
Portland and elsewhere began to change. Barnett and other practitioners were hounded by the police and
became convenient targets for politicians and sensation-hungry journalists. Desperate women continued to
seek abortions but were forced to turn to profiteering abortion syndicates run by racketeers or to use self-
induced methods that often ended in serious injury or death. Solinger makes vivid use of newspaper accounts
and extant legal transcripts to document how throughout the country laws were used to persecute competent
abortion practitioners.

While Roe v. Wade has alleviated some of the danger that shaped women's lives before 1973, Solinger
points out that the abortion practitioner is again threatened in the United States, this time by the violence of
anti-choice fanatics. Her book is an instructive reminder of the vigilance necessary to protect both women
and those who would provide them with freedom of choice.
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From reader reviews:

Steve Diaz:

Here thing why that The Abortionist: A Woman against the Law are different and reliable to be yours. First
of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is
as scrumptious as food or not. The Abortionist: A Woman against the Law giving you information deeper
since different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no guide that similar with The
Abortionist: A Woman against the Law. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own eyes about
the thing this happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is easy to bring
everywhere like in area, café, or even in your approach home by train. Should you be having difficulties in
bringing the published book maybe the form of The Abortionist: A Woman against the Law in e-book can be
your substitute.

Katrina Hering:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get
based on what kind of reserve you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if
you want really feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The
particular The Abortionist: A Woman against the Law is kind of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

Suzanne Palmer:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you study a book
you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and also
soon. The The Abortionist: A Woman against the Law provide you with new experience in reading a book.

Mark Brainerd:

Beside this The Abortionist: A Woman against the Law in your phone, it could give you a way to get more
close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from
your oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow community. It is good
thing to have The Abortionist: A Woman against the Law because this book offers to you readable
information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not
happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such as
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and read it from today!
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