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For the past forty years the content of comic books has been governed by an industry self-regulatory code
adopted by publishers in 1954 in response to public and governmental pressure.

This book examines why comic books were the subject of controversy, beginning with objections that
surfaced shortly after the introduction of modern comic books in the mid-1930s, when parents and teachers
accused comic books of contaminating children's culture and luring children away from more appropriate
reading material.

It traces how, in the years following World War II, the criticism of comic books shifted to their content, and
the reading of comic books became linked with the rise of juvenile delinquency. This resulted in attempts at
the local, state, and national level to ban or license comic book sales.

A major figure in the crusade against comic books was the psychiatrist Dr. Fredric Wertham. While he
played a significant role in the postwar attack on comics, his accusations against the comic book industry
have been misunderstood by comic book fans and media scholars alike. They have accused him of being a
naive social scientist who saw direct causal links between the reading of comic books and delinquency. In
fact, Seal of Approval shows that Wertham's work is much better understood in the intellectual tradition of
media criticism of the Frankfurt school and their critique of mass culture.

The negative publicity aroused by the controversy, coupled with fears that the government would pass
censorship legislation, led publishers to adopt the self-regulatory code. It has been changed only twice, once
in 1971 and again in 1989.

The legacy of the comics code is that it continues to define the comic book medium as essentially juvenile
literature. While the code offers protection against those who attack the media (and not just comic books), it
also reaffirms the public perception of comic books as children's fare. As a result, the comic book has yet to
achieve legitimation as a unique form of expression that blends words and pictures in a way that no other
medium can duplicate.

In tracing the evolution of the controversy and the resulting code Seal of Approval examines important issues
about children, media effects, and censorship. It is the first book-length scholarly study of this period of
comic book history.
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From reader reviews:

Darren Marshall:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want something
to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that
question because just their can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of Seal of Approval: The
History of the Comics Code (Studies in Popular Culture) to read.

Christina Epp:

Here thing why this specific Seal of Approval: The History of the Comics Code (Studies in Popular Culture)
are different and reliable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it really depends in the content
of it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Seal of Approval: The History of the Comics Code
(Studies in Popular Culture) giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any e-
book out there but there is no guide that similar with Seal of Approval: The History of the Comics Code
(Studies in Popular Culture). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing
that happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere
like in park your car, café, or even in your method home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in
bringing the printed book maybe the form of Seal of Approval: The History of the Comics Code (Studies in
Popular Culture) in e-book can be your option.

Rebecca Esquivel:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Seal of Approval: The History
of the Comics Code (Studies in Popular Culture) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by
means of reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to
know world a great deal better then how they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that
reading practice only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So
, for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to pick Seal of Approval: The
History of the Comics Code (Studies in Popular Culture) become your current starter.

Laura Burnham:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
or make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't see



colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Seal of Approval: The History of the Comics Code (Studies in Popular
Culture) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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