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Narrative Politics explores two puzzles. The first has long preoccupied social scientists: How do individuals
come together to act collectively in their common interest? The second is one that has long been ignored by
social scientists: Why is it that those who promote collective action so often turn to stories? Why is it that
when activists call for action, candidates solicit votes, organizers seek new members, generals rally their
troops, or coaches motivate their players, there is so much story-telling?

Frederick W. Mayer argues that answering these questions requires recognizing the power of story to
overcome the main obstacles to collective action: to surmount the temptation to free ride, to coordinate group
behavior, and to arrive at a common understanding of the collective interest. In this book, Mayer shows that
humans are, if nothing else, a story-telling, story-consuming animal. We use stories to make sense of our
experience and to imbue it with meaning-our self-narratives define our sense of identity and script our
actions. Because we are constituted by narrative, we can be moved by the stories told to us by others. That is
why leaders who call a community to action seek to frame their invocations in a story in which tragedy and
triumph hang in the balance, in which taking part in the collective action becomes a moral imperative rather
than a matter of calculated self-interest.

Drawing on insights from neuroscience and behavioral economics, political science and sociology, history
and cultural studies, literature and narrative theory, Narrative Politics sheds light on a wide range of political
phenomena from social movements to electoral politics to offer lessons for how the power of story fosters
collective action.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Maravilla:

The feeling that you get from Narrative Politics: Stories and Collective Action is the more deep you
excavating the information that hide into the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to know but Narrative Politics: Stories and Collective Action giving you
excitement feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by
anyone who read it because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This specific book also makes
your vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We suggest you for having this particular Narrative Politics: Stories and Collective
Action instantly.

Kurt Rose:

Often the book Narrative Politics: Stories and Collective Action will bring you to the new experience of
reading the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book
to see, this book very suitable to you. The book Narrative Politics: Stories and Collective Action is much
recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more readily to
read the book.

Lorri Nicholson:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to test look for book,
may be the e-book untitled Narrative Politics: Stories and Collective Action can be great book to read. May
be it could be best activity to you.

Perla Baxter:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your small
amount of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more time to be go through.
Narrative Politics: Stories and Collective Action can be your answer since it can be read by a person who
have those short extra time problems.
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