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Adoption activist Jean Paton (1908–2002) fought tirelessly to reform American adoption, dedicating her life
to overcoming American society’s prejudices against adult adoptees and women who give birth out of
wedlock. From the 1950s until the time of her death, Paton wrote widely and passionately about the adoption
experience, corresponded with policymakers as well as individual adoptees, promoted the psychological
well-being of adoptees, and facilitated reunions between adoptees and their birth parents.

She also led the struggle to re-open adoption records, creating a national movement that continues to this
day. While “open adoption” is often now the rule for adoptions within the United States, for those in earlier
eras, adopted in secrecy, the records remain sealed; many adoptees live (and die) without vital information
that should be a birthright, and birth parents suffer a similar deprivation. At this writing, only seven of fifty
states have open records. (Kansas and Alaska have never closed theirs.)

E. Wayne Carp’s masterful biography of Jean Paton brings this neglected civil-rights pioneer and her
accomplishments into the light. Paton’s ceaseless activity created the preconditions for the explosive
emergence of the adoption reform movement in the 1970s. She founded the Life History Study Center and
Orphan Voyage and was also instrumental in forming two of the movement’s most vital organizations,
Concerned United Birthparents and the American Adoption Congress. Her unflagging efforts over five
decades helped reverse social workers’ harmful policy and practice concerning adoption and sealed adoption
records and change lawmakers’ enactment of laws prejudicial to adult adoptees and birth mothers, struggles
that continue to this day.

Read more about Jean Paton at http://jeanpaton.com/
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From reader reviews:

Bethel Stockton:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular Jean Paton and the
Struggle to Reform American Adoption book as beginning and daily reading book. Why, because this book
is usually more than just a book.

Michael Collins:

The book untitled Jean Paton and the Struggle to Reform American Adoption contain a lot of information on
that. The writer explains your ex idea with easy method. The language is very easy to understand all the
people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was published by famous
author. The author gives you in the new time of literary works. You can actually read this book because you
can keep reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice learn.

Alberta Townsend:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is identified as of
book Jean Paton and the Struggle to Reform American Adoption. You can include your knowledge by it.
Without leaving behind the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is
most crucial that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one location to other place.

George Privette:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book Jean Paton and the Struggle to Reform
American Adoption to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it
and mingle the opinion about book and studying especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to
open a book and go through it. Beside that the e-book Jean Paton and the Struggle to Reform American
Adoption can to be your friend when you're experience alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of
the time.
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