
Apologies to Thucydides: Understanding History
as Culture and Vice Versa

Marshall Sahlins

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=022610382X
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=022610382X
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=022610382X


Apologies to Thucydides: Understanding History as Culture
and Vice Versa

Marshall Sahlins

Apologies to Thucydides: Understanding History as Culture and Vice Versa Marshall Sahlins
Thucydides' classic work on the history of the Peloponnesian War is the root of Western conceptions of
history—including the idea that Western history is the foundation of everyone else's. Here, Marshall Sahlins
takes on Thucydides and the conceptions of history he wrought with a groundbreaking new book that shows
what a difference an anthropological concept of culture can make to the writing of history.

Sahlins begins by confronting Thucydides' account of the Peloponnesian War with an analogous "Polynesian
War," the fight for the domination of the Fiji Islands (1843-55) between a great sea power (like Athens) and
a great land power (like Sparta). Sahlins draws parallels between the conflicts with an eye to their respective
systems of power and sovereignty as well as to Thucydides' alternation between individual (Pericles,
Themistocles) and collective (the Athenians, the Spartans) actors in the making of history. Characteristic of
most histories ever written, this alternation between the agency of "Great Men" and collective entities leads
Sahlins to a series of incisive analyses ranging in subject matter from Bobby Thomson's "shot heard round
the world" for the 1951 Giants to the history-making of Napoleon and certain divine kings to the brouhaha
over Elián Gonzalez. Finally, again departing from Thucydides, Sahlins considers the relationship between
cultural order and historical contingency through the recounting of a certain royal assassination that changed
the course of Fijian history, a story of fratricide and war worthy of Shakespeare.

In this most convincing presentation yet of his influential theory of culture, Sahlins experiments with
techniques for mixing rich narrative with cultural explication in the hope of doing justice at once to the
actions of persons and the customs of people. And he demonstrates the necessity of taking culture into
account in the creation of history—with apologies to Thucydides, who too often did not.
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From reader reviews:

Lawrence Rector:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person?
If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question simply
because just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need that Apologies to Thucydides: Understanding
History as Culture and Vice Versa to read.

Robert Arnett:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
while those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Apologies to Thucydides: Understanding History as
Culture and Vice Versa as your daily resource information.

Pamela Watkins:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying Apologies to Thucydides:
Understanding History as Culture and Vice Versa that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by
simply reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to
know world considerably better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed
constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to always be success
person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to pick Apologies to
Thucydides: Understanding History as Culture and Vice Versa become your own personal starter.

Roger Borquez:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't work here is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside search likes.
Maybe you answer can be Apologies to Thucydides: Understanding History as Culture and Vice Versa why
because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint a person.
The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly show you to pick up this book.
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