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The rule of law has vanished in America’s criminal justice system. Prosecutors now decide whom to punish
and how severely. Almost no one accused of a crime will ever face a jury. Inconsistent policing, rampant
plea bargaining, overcrowded courtrooms, and ever more draconian sentencing have produced a gigantic
prison population, with black citizens the primary defendants and victims of crime. In this passionately
argued book, the leading criminal law scholar of his generation looks to history for the roots of these
problems?and for their solutions.

The Collapse of American Criminal Justice takes us deep into the dramatic history of American crime?bar
fights in nineteenth-century Chicago, New Orleans bordellos, Prohibition, and decades of murderous
lynching. Digging into these crimes and the strategies that attempted to control them, Stuntz reveals the costs
of abandoning local democratic control. The system has become more centralized, with state legislators and
federal judges given increasing power. The liberal Warren Supreme Court’s emphasis on procedures, not
equity, joined hands with conservative insistence on severe punishment to create a system that is both harsh
and ineffective.

What would get us out of this Kafkaesque world? More trials with local juries; laws that accurately define
what prosecutors seek to punish; and an equal protection guarantee like the one that died in the 1870s, to
make prosecution and punishment less discriminatory. Above all, Stuntz eloquently argues, Americans need
to remember again that criminal punishment is a necessary but terrible tool, to use effectively, and sparingly.
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From reader reviews:

Sherry Spears:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with
their family, or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your no
cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Collapse of American Criminal Justice can be
great book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Glen Thomas:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled
The Collapse of American Criminal Justice your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
each aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every single word
written in a publication then become one form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get previous
to. The The Collapse of American Criminal Justice giving you another experience more than blown away
your brain but also giving you useful data for your better life in this particular era. So now let us explain to
you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it,
like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Norma Harrell:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping The Collapse of American
Criminal Justice that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading habit
all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world better then how they react toward the
world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you
who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good
habit, it is possible to pick The Collapse of American Criminal Justice become your starter.

Gayle Meek:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
study a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel,
comics, in addition to soon. The The Collapse of American Criminal Justice will give you a new experience
in reading through a book.
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