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In this book, Alisse Waterston reveals the economic, political, and ideological forces that shape the nature of
street-addict life. Disputing the view that hard-core, low-income drug users are social margins situated in
deviant subcultures, the author dispels popular images of the mythic, dark dope fiend haunting our city
streets. Using dramatic, first-person accounts from New York City addicts, Waterston analyzes their position
in the social structure, the kind of work both legal and illegal they perform, and their relations with family,
friends, and lovers. She presents a moving account of daily life from the addict's point of view and
demonstrates how addicts are structurally vulnerable to the larger sociocultural system within which they
live. Waterston seeks to connect micro-, or street-level, ethnographic data with macro-level understanding of
the political economy. In addition, she attempts to extend social reproduction theory to redefine the social
organization and social processes that characterize racial and ethnic relations, gender relations, relations
centering on sexuality, and the social conception of drug use and users. Using ethnographic data, Waterston
portrays addicts as members of the class of working poor that has emerged in New York City, especially in
the past fifteen years. She describes how these people have been displaced by gentrification and the diversity
within the group: men, women, black, white, Latino, homosexual, heterosexual, homeless, and housed.
Alisse Waterston is Research Associate at the HIV Center for Clinical and Behavioral Studies at Columbia
University. She is currently Visiting Associate Professor in the Graduate Faculty in Sociology at the New
School for Social Research.
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From reader reviews:

Emily Walker:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Street Addicts in the Political Economy
book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Leonard Santiago:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
routine give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on
what kind of guide you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want
really feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The Street Addicts in the
Political Economy is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Judith Craig:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled
Street Addicts in the Political Economy the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each
aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in
a guide then become one type conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get prior to. The Street
Addicts in the Political Economy giving you one more experience more than blown away your mind but also
giving you useful info for your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern at
this point is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning an
activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Kirk Mathews:

This Street Addicts in the Political Economy is brand new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for
some information given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you
know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading this Street Addicts in the Political Economy can
be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by simply
anyone. These books develop itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-
book web form. People who think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is
the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking
for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book variety for your better
life along with knowledge.
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