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French Huguenots made enormous contributions to the life and culture of colonial New York during the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. Huguenot craftsmen were the city's most successful artisans, turning
out unrivaled works of furniture which were distinguished by unique designs and arcane details. More than
just decorative flourishes, however, the visual language employed by Huguenot artisans reflected a distinct
belief system shaped during the religious wars of sixteenth-century France.

In Fortress of the Soul, historian Neil Kamil traces the Huguenots' journey to New York from the Aunis-
Saintonge region of southwestern France. There, in the sixteenth century, artisans had created a subterranean
culture of clandestine workshops and meeting places inspired by the teachings of Bernard Palissy, a potter,
alchemist, and philosopher who rejected the communal, militaristic ideology of the Huguenot majority which
was centered in the walled city of La Rochelle. Palissy and his followers instead embraced a more fluid,
portable, and discrete religious identity that encouraged members to practice their beliefs in secret while
living safely?even prospering?as artisans in hostile communities. And when these artisans first fled France
for England and Holland, then left Europe for America, they carried with them both their skills and their
doctrine of artisanal security.

Drawing on significant archival research and fresh interpretations of Huguenot material culture, Kamil offers
an exhaustive and sophisticated study of the complex worldview of the Huguenot community. From the
function of sacred violence and alchemy in the visual language of Huguenot artisans, to the impact among
Protestants everywhere of the destruction of La Rochelle in 1628, to the ways in which New York's
Huguenots interacted with each other and with other communities of religious dissenters and refugees,
Fortress of the Soul brilliantly places American colonial history and material life firmly within the larger
context of the early modern Atlantic world.
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From reader reviews:

William Chapman:

Often the book Fortress of the Soul: Violence, Metaphysics, and Material Life in the Huguenots' New World,
1517-1751 (Early America: History, Context, Culture) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure
to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was published by the very famous author. This articles
author makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can obtain the
point easily after reading this article book.

Kathryn Robinson:

Fortress of the Soul: Violence, Metaphysics, and Material Life in the Huguenots' New World, 1517-1751
(Early America: History, Context, Culture) can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge
in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article writer giving
his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Fortress of the Soul: Violence,
Metaphysics, and Material Life in the Huguenots' New World, 1517-1751 (Early America: History, Context,
Culture) nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource
facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of
crucial considering.

Albert Gilchrist:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Fortress of the Soul: Violence, Metaphysics,
and Material Life in the Huguenots' New World, 1517-1751 (Early America: History, Context, Culture)
guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be understand by
anyone who have read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill
only for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism Fortress of the Soul: Violence, Metaphysics,
and Material Life in the Huguenots' New World, 1517-1751 (Early America: History, Context, Culture) as
good book not simply by the cover but also by content. This is one e-book that can break don't assess book
by its protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your
reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Miguel Lynch:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-book
technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of Fortress of the Soul: Violence, Metaphysics, and
Material Life in the Huguenots' New World, 1517-1751 (Early America: History, Context, Culture) can give
you a lot of buddies because by you checking out this one book you have issue that they don't and make an
individual more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
guide offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make you to



be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have Fortress of the Soul: Violence, Metaphysics, and
Material Life in the Huguenots' New World, 1517-1751 (Early America: History, Context, Culture).
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