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This powerful novel by Mo Yan—one of contemporary China’s most famous and prolific writers—is both a
stirring love story and an unsparing critique of political corruption during the final years of the Qing
Dynasty, China’s last imperial epoch.

Sandalwood Death is set during the Boxer Rebellion (1898–1901)—an anti-imperialist struggle waged by
North China’s farmers and craftsmen in opposition to Western influence. Against a broad historical canvas,
the novel centers on the interplay between its female protagonist, Sun Meiniang, and the three paternal
figures in her life. One of these men is her biological father, Sun Bing, an opera virtuoso and a leader of the
Boxer Rebellion. As the bitter events surrounding the revolt unfold, we watch Sun Bing march toward his
cruel fate, the gruesome “sandalwood punishment,” whose purpose, as in crucifixions, is to keep the
condemned individual alive in mind-numbing pain as long as possible.

Filled with the sensual imagery and lacerating expressions for which Mo Yan is so celebrated, Sandalwood
Death brilliantly exhibits a range of artistic styles, from stylized arias and poetry to the antiquated idiom of
late Imperial China to contemporary prose. Its starkly beautiful language is here masterfully rendered into
English by renowned translator Howard Goldblatt.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Blade:

The experience that you get from Sandalwood Death: A Novel (Chinese Literature Today Book Series) will
be the more deep you looking the information that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading
it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Sandalwood Death: A Novel (Chinese
Literature Today Book Series) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in selected
way that can be understood through anyone who read that because the author of this reserve is well-known
enough. This specific book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then
can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this Sandalwood Death:
A Novel (Chinese Literature Today Book Series) instantly.

Caleb Jones:

This Sandalwood Death: A Novel (Chinese Literature Today Book Series) usually are reliable for you who
want to be described as a successful person, why. The explanation of this Sandalwood Death: A Novel
(Chinese Literature Today Book Series) can be on the list of great books you must have is actually giving
you more than just simple looking at food but feed an individual with information that probably will shock
your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and
whenever your conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Sandalwood Death: A Novel
(Chinese Literature Today Book Series) forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich
vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it
and revel in reading.

Jeffrey Martinez:

The actual book Sandalwood Death: A Novel (Chinese Literature Today Book Series) will bring one to the
new experience of reading the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try to
find new book to study, this book very suited to you. The book Sandalwood Death: A Novel (Chinese
Literature Today Book Series) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from
official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Lisa Gregory:

Beside this particular Sandalwood Death: A Novel (Chinese Literature Today Book Series) in your phone, it
might give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge
you will got here is fresh in the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in
narrow commune. It is good thing to have Sandalwood Death: A Novel (Chinese Literature Today Book
Series) because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you sometimes have book but
you do not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this within your
hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want



to miss this? Find this book as well as read it from right now!
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