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This book has one central theme: how, in the United Kingdom, can we create better cities and towns in
which to live and work and play? What can we learn from other countries, especially our near neighbours in
Europe? And, in turn, can we provide lessons for other countries facing similar dilemmas?

Urban Britain is not functioning as it should. Social inequalities and regional disparities show little sign of
going away. Efforts to generate growth, and spread it to the poorer areas of cities, have failed dismally.
Much new urban development and redevelopment is not up to standard. Yet there are cities in mainland
Europe, which have set new standards of high-quality sustainable urban development. This book looks at
these best-practice examples – in Germany, the Netherlands, France and Scandinavia, – and suggests ways in
which the UK and other countries could do the same.

The book is in three parts. Part 1 analyses the main issues for urban planning and development – in economic
development and job generation, sustainable development, housing policy, transport and development
mechanisms – and probes how practice in the UK has fallen short.

Part Two embarks on a tour of best-practice cities in Europe, starting in Germany with the country’s
boosting of its cities’ economies, moving to the spectacularly successful new housing developments in the
Netherlands, from there to France’s integrated city transport, then to Scandinavia’s pursuit of sustainability
for its cities, and finally back to Germany, to Freiburg – the city that ‘did it all’.

Part Three sums up the lessons of Part Two and sets out the key steps needed to launch a new wave of urban
development and regeneration on a radically different basis.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Price:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who
don't like examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as
well as exercise. Well, probably you should have this Good Cities, Better Lives: How Europe Discovered the
Lost Art of Urbanism (Planning, History and Environment Series).

Margaret Burton:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This Good Cities, Better Lives: How Europe Discovered the Lost Art of
Urbanism (Planning, History and Environment Series) book is readable by means of you who hate the
perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience
without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of Good Cities, Better
Lives: How Europe Discovered the Lost Art of Urbanism (Planning, History and Environment Series)
content conveys the thought easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the articles but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Good Cities, Better Lives:
How Europe Discovered the Lost Art of Urbanism (Planning, History and Environment Series) is not
loveable to be your top list reading book?

James Fitzgibbons:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get large
amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read is definitely Good Cities, Better Lives: How Europe Discovered the Lost Art of Urbanism (Planning,
History and Environment Series).

Faye Springer:

You can spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This Good Cities, Better Lives: How Europe
Discovered the Lost Art of Urbanism (Planning, History and Environment Series) is simple to deliver you
can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have much space to bring often
the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save typically the book in
your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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