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A compact and accessible introduction to recent contemporary art history, Themes of Contemporary Art:
Visual Art after 1980, Second Edition, focuses on seven important themes that have recurred in art over the
past few decades: identity, the body, time, place, language, science, and spirituality. The opening chapter
provides a concise overview of the period, analyzing how five key changes (the rise of new media, a growing
awareness of diversity, globalization, the influence of theory, and interactions with everyday visual culture)
have resulted in an art world with dramatically expanded boundaries. The remaining seven chapters each
feature an introduction to one thematic topic; a brief look at historical influences; a detailed analysis of how
contemporary artists have responded to and embodied aspects of the theme in specific works; and two
profiles of artists who have extensively explored aspects of the theme in their work. The book's thematic
organization encourages students, gallery goers, and other readers to think actively and critically about the
ideas expressed in the artwork instead of simply memorizing "who, what, when, and where."

Themes of Contemporary Art, Second Edition, features more than 125 vivid illustrations (including 21 in
color) that exemplify a wide variety of materials, techniques, theoretical viewpoints, and stylistic approaches
from artists of diverse ethnic, cultural, and geographic backgrounds. It also includes an updated timeline that
situates art within the context of the time it was created.

New to the Second Edition

*An additional chapter explores science as a theme in recent contemporary art
*Eight new artist profiles and revisions to existing chapters bring the examples well into the 21st century
*An updated timeline of world events and developments in art and pop culture
*Over 40 new illustrations of contemporary art
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Thies:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place
and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for
a while is reading. That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to
endure than other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you that Themes
of Contemporary Art: Visual Art after 1980 book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book
is more than just a book.

Victor Brown:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what
kind of e-book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel
happy read one together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Themes of
Contemporary Art: Visual Art after 1980 is kind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Salvador Perez:

Typically the book Themes of Contemporary Art: Visual Art after 1980 will bring you to definitely the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the event
you try to find new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book Themes of Contemporary Art:
Visual Art after 1980 is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book through the official
web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Thomas Crittenden:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of Themes of Contemporary Art: Visual Art after 1980
can give you a lot of friends because by you looking at this one book you have point that they don't and make
you actually more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
reserve offer you information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other make
you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have Themes of Contemporary Art: Visual Art
after 1980.
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