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Ken Follett's historical novel The Pillars of the Earth provides a personalized view of family life, civil wars,
and the power struggle between the monarchy and the church in twelfth-century England. With storytelling
skills that focus on suspense, Follett unwinds a captivating tale that follows the failures and successes of
several generations of prominent families in the fictional village of Kingsbridge. The leader of Kingsbridge
is Philip, abbot of a small monastery that stands at the center of the village. The plot of the novel revolves
around Philip's dream of having a large cathedral built for his town, an ambitious vision for an otherwise
seemingly humble man. Through prayer and fortunate happenstance, a master builder appears at Philip's
doorstep one day. The builder's name is Tom, and he has a vision that mysteriously matches Philip's own.
Follett's novel exposes the author's obvious fascination with twelfth-century architecture, especially in
reference to the building of cathedrals. The author provides interesting details of the technological aspects of
masonry as it evolved from the Romanesque to the Gothic structures of that period. Complications of how to
build tall structures with large boulders are fully explored as the builders work out their problems through
primitive sketches scratched in chalk. But the architectural discourse in this novel is minimal. It provides a
thin skeleton upon which the rest of the story is drawn. The gist of the narrative is more personal, with
historical events, such as the battle for the English throne between Empress Maude (1102-1167) and King
Stephen (1096-1154) and the murder of Thomas Becket (1118-1170), added to provide a vital background.
The page-turning quality of this long novel is fully rooted in the lives of the main characters as they are
challenged by nature, poverty, famine, and torture, and then rewarded with love, prosperity, and answered
prayers. The story opens with the hanging of a redheaded stranger, whose crime is unnamed. His unwed,
pregnant lover looks on and curses those who have accused him. The woman's name is Ellen. She is often
called a witch because of her ability to survive in the woods and her uncanny ability to predict those who
will fall from grace in the future. The child in Ellen's womb will be named Jack, after his father. Jack will
become one of the central figures of the story. Later, Jack's love for Aliena will prevail despite Aliena's
marriage to Tom the builder's oldest son, Alfred, an impotent and cruel young man. The story concludes as
Jack and Aliena's children mature, taking on roles as leaders in Kingsbridge as the small village is
transformed into a thriving community that lies in the shadow (and grace) of the magnificent and finally fully
constructed cathedral.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Haakenson:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled The
Pillars of the Earth: Ken Follett (English edition) your head will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can become your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and explanation which
maybe you never get ahead of. The The Pillars of the Earth: Ken Follett (English edition) giving you yet
another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful details for your better life
within this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will likely be pleased
when you are finished reading it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending
spare time activity?

Earl Martinez:

You can obtain this The Pillars of the Earth: Ken Follett (English edition) by browse the bookstore or Mall.
Only viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for your
knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by written or printed but can you enjoy this book
through e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose proper ways for
you.

Richard Graham:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Pillars of the Earth: Ken Follett (English
edition) was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Pillars of the Earth:
Ken Follett (English edition) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until young adults. For example
Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of
book are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best
book for you and try to like reading this.

Brenda Hedstrom:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is identified as
of book The Pillars of the Earth: Ken Follett (English edition). You can include your knowledge by it.
Without making the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make a person happier to read.
It is most important that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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