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Coal Dust on Your Feet is a historical ethnography of Shamokin, Pennsylvania and its surrounding borough
of Coal Township. This anthracite coal fueled the industrial revolution and its miners generated the rise of
organized labor, both of which make the region of northeast Pennsylvania one of great economic and historic
importance. The ethnographic field site of the study spans a century and a half as it looks at the history and
ties to the home countries of the immigrants who established and worked the coal mines. Details of
individual lives and family histories enliven accounts of industry and the struggles of the unions, means of
livelihood, ethnicity, associational life and ceremonial occasions. It will be of interest to anthropologists,
sociologists, scholars of urban studies and labor historians, and contributes to the canon of literature on
community and sense of place.

The study focuses on the rise and decline of the mining industry, on the ethnic groups that formed the town’s
neighborhoods, and on the changes that have taken place in ethnicity, religion, class and community. It
covers the period of prosperity when the factories of the New York garment industry moved into town for
the middle years of the twentieth century and made Shamokin a shopping mecca. Today, the town is
decimated by economic decline and population loss, but ethnicity remains an identity option and still has
economic content. The strong sense of place of the people of the town rooted in their cultural and militant
heritage, has given rise to a wider community of former residents who return to visit, participate in events
and buy ethnic foods and cultural items. This wider community of belonging and identity helps to boost
morale, sense of community and economy, in what is now primarily a retirement town with commuters
traveling to work in nearby cities.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Brown:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book called Coal Dust on
Your Feet: The Rise, Decline, and Restoration of an Anthracite Mining Town (Stories of the Susquehanna
Valley)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time using your
favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have different
opinion?

John Harris:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite from that.
One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already
been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Coal Dust on Your Feet: The Rise, Decline, and
Restoration of an Anthracite Mining Town (Stories of the Susquehanna Valley), you could enjoy both. It is
very good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its
mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Irma Cook:

You will get this Coal Dust on Your Feet: The Rise, Decline, and Restoration of an Anthracite Mining Town
(Stories of the Susquehanna Valley) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it can to be
your solve issue if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only
through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era
including now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now,
choose your own personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Rachel Haley:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know that
little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Coal Dust on Your Feet: The Rise, Decline,
and Restoration of an Anthracite Mining Town (Stories of the Susquehanna Valley).
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