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The fatwa against Salman Rushdie awakened many westerners to the danger of being accused of blasphemy
in the Muslim world. As this eye-opening volume reveals, accusations of "blasphemy," "apostasy," or
"insulting Islam" are increasingly used by authoritarian governments and extremist forces in the Muslim
world to acquire and consolidate power. These charges, which traditionally carry a punishment of death,
have proved effective in intimidating not only converts and heterodox groups, but also political and religious
reformers. In his foreword, the late Indonesian President Wahid observes that coercively applied blasphemy
laws "narrow the bounds of acceptable discourse...not only about religion, but about vast spheres of life,
literature, science and culture in general."

Silenced provides the first survey of such accusations in the contemporary Muslim world, in international
organizations, and in the West. The authors describe hundreds of victims, including political dissidents,
religious reformers, journalists, writers, artists, movie makers, and religious minorities throughout the
Muslim world. They also document the political effects in Muslim societies of blasphemy and apostasy laws,
as well as non-governmental fatwas and vigilante violence. Finally, they address the move toward new
blasphemy laws in the West and the increasing threat of violence to stifle commentary on Islam in the West
even in the absence of law.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Hall:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare
time to take a stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible
Silenced: How Apostasy and Blasphemy Codes are Choking Freedom Worldwide? Maybe it is to be best
activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better than
before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have other opinion?

Katrina White:

This book untitled Silenced: How Apostasy and Blasphemy Codes are Choking Freedom Worldwide to be
one of several books that will best seller in this year, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a
lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it
through online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as
you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this book from your
list.

Ida Johnson:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Silenced: How Apostasy and Blasphemy Codes are Choking Freedom Worldwide the mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your
mind friends. Imaging every word written in a guide then become one form conclusion and explanation in
which maybe you never get ahead of. The Silenced: How Apostasy and Blasphemy Codes are Choking
Freedom Worldwide giving you an additional experience more than blown away your mind but also giving
you useful data for your better life with this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point
is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning an activity. Do
you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Nicolas Olsen:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Silenced: How Apostasy and Blasphemy Codes
are Choking Freedom Worldwide was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book
Silenced: How Apostasy and Blasphemy Codes are Choking Freedom Worldwide has many kinds or style.
Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and feel
that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it can make
you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading which.
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