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Seminar paper from the year 2009 in the subject English - Literature, Works, grade: 2.0, University of
Duisburg-Essen, language: English, abstract: In [Ian McEwan's] The Cement Garden a prominent
interpretative signpost is bestowed by the literary allusion to the story tradition in which children are put into
a situation in which they must fend for themselves. The key reference here is to William Golding's Lord of
the Flies, a pessimistic tale of savage that emerges within the child when free of social controls. However,
the children in McEwan's novel are not entirely cut from society. They try to keep their sense of family
together by entombing their dead mother in concrete in the cellar of their isolated house. Moreover, all of
them are influenced by adult codes of familial behavior. These codes become distorted in their independent
existence, a process that culminates in the incestuous involvement of the eldest siblings. While Sue, the
younger sister of the first-person narrator Jack, does not change visibly, Jack himself runs through a
metamorphosis in terms of hygiene and outward appearance as such. Tom, the youngest, starts dressing up as
a girl and later on behaves like a toddler and Julie, the eldest, takes over the responsibility for the others and
turns from sister to mother. At the end of the story, she even becomes Jack's lover. The following paper will
discuss the different family roles of Julie. First, there will be a chapter on how Jack views his elder sister.
This shall function as an overview of Julie's character. The main part of this paper will present Julie's
changing family roles from sister to mother and finally to lover. The oedipal theme linked to that, will not be
made a subject of discussion in this paper. A conclusion will follow the summary in the final chapter.
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From reader reviews:

Ross Jackson:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve Sister, Mother and Lover: The Family
Roles of Julie in Ian McEwan's the Cement Garden will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think which open or reading any book make
you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or
suitable book with you?

Keith Cochran:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Sister, Mother
and Lover: The Family Roles of Julie in Ian McEwan's the Cement Garden is our recommendation to cause
you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Kenneth Quisenberry:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Sister, Mother and Lover:
The Family Roles of Julie in Ian McEwan's the Cement Garden, you may enjoy both. It is great combination
right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What?
Still don't get it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Michelle Garrett:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the top book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is
named of book Sister, Mother and Lover: The Family Roles of Julie in Ian McEwan's the Cement Garden.
You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it can add your knowledge
and make a person happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you
from one place to other place.
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