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When Thomas Jefferson moved his victorious Republican administration into the new capital city in 1801,
one of his first acts was to abolish any formal receptions, except on New Year's Day and the Fourth of July.
His successful campaign for the presidency had been partially founded on the idea that his Federalist
enemies had assumed dangerously aristocratic trappings?a sword for George Washington and a raised dais
for Martha when she received people at social occasions?in the first capital cities of New York and
Philadelphia. When the ladies of Washington City, determined to have their own salon, arrived en masse at
the president's house, Jefferson met them in riding clothes, expressing surprise at their presence. His deep
suspicion of any occasion that resembled a European court caused a major problem, however: without the
face-to-face relationships and networks of interest created in society, the American experiment in
government could not function.

Into this conundrum, writes Catherine Allgor, stepped women like Dolley Madison and Louisa Catherine
Adams, women of political families who used the unofficial, social sphere to cement the relationships that
politics needed to work. Not only did they create a space in which politics was effectively conducted; their
efforts legitimated the new republic and the new capital in the eyes of European nations, whose
representatives scoffed at the city's few amenities and desolate setting. Covered by the prescriptions of their
gender, Washington women engaged in the dirty business of politics, which allowed their husbands to retain
their republican purity.

Constrained by the cultural taboos on "petticoat politicking," women rarely wrote forthrightly about their
ambitions and plans, preferring to cast their political work as an extension of virtuous family roles. But by
analyzing their correspondence, gossip events, "etiquette wars," and the material culture that surrounded
them, Allgor finds that these women acted with conscious political intent. In the days before organized
political parties, the social machine built by these early federal women helped to ease the transition from a
failed republican experiment to a burgeoning democracy.
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Lantigua:

The book Parlor Politics: In Which the Ladies of Washington Help Build a City and a Government
(Jeffersonian America) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable much
more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with your
subject. If you can make looking at a book Parlor Politics: In Which the Ladies of Washington Help Build a
City and a Government (Jeffersonian America) to get your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add
your capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you
like open and read a publication Parlor Politics: In Which the Ladies of Washington Help Build a City and a
Government (Jeffersonian America). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia
or some others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Rick Briones:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic within the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first
thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test look for book, may
be the book untitled Parlor Politics: In Which the Ladies of Washington Help Build a City and a Government
(Jeffersonian America) can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Tonette Land:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get lot of stress from
both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely yes. People is human
not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are there when the spare time coming to
a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your
alternative with spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is actually Parlor Politics: In Which
the Ladies of Washington Help Build a City and a Government (Jeffersonian America).

Michael Clark:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book Parlor Politics: In Which the Ladies of Washington Help
Build a City and a Government (Jeffersonian America) was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As
we know that book Parlor Politics: In Which the Ladies of Washington Help Build a City and a Government
(Jeffersonian America) has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or
Detective Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are
usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book to
suit your needs and try to like reading that.
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