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The Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882, which barred practically all
Chinese from American shores for ten years, was the first federal
law that banned a group of immigrants solely on the basis of race
or nationality. By changing America's traditional policy of open
immigration, this landmark legislation set a precedent for future
restrictions against Asian immigrants in the early 1900s and
against Europeans in the 1920s.
Tracing the origins of the Chinese Exclusion Act, Andrew
Gyory presents a bold new interpretation of American politics
during Reconstruction and the Gilded Age. Rather than directly
confront such divisive problems as class conflict, economic
depression, and rising unemployment, he contends, politicians
sought a safe, nonideological solution to the nation's industrial
crisis--and latched onto Chinese exclusion. Ignoring workers'
demands for an end simply to imported contract labor, they
claimed instead that working people would be better off if there
were no Chinese immigrants. By playing the race card, Gyory
argues, national politicians--not California, not organized
labor, and not a general racist atmosphere--provided the motive
force behind the era's most racist legislation.
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From reader reviews:

John Carter:

This Closing the Gate: Race, Politics, and the Chinese Exclusion Act (Contention; 7) book is not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you read a lot of
information you will get. This specific Closing the Gate: Race, Politics, and the Chinese Exclusion Act
(Contention; 7) without we realize teach the one who reading through it become critical in pondering and
analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Closing the Gate: Race, Politics, and the Chinese Exclusion Act
(Contention; 7) can bring if you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' come to be full because
you can have it in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Closing the Gate: Race, Politics, and the Chinese
Exclusion Act (Contention; 7) having very good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not
sense uninterested in reading.

Teresa Vanhook:

The knowledge that you get from Closing the Gate: Race, Politics, and the Chinese Exclusion Act
(Contention; 7) will be the more deep you digging the information that hide into the words the more you get
considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Closing the Gate: Race,
Politics, and the Chinese Exclusion Act (Contention; 7) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The writer
conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of
this guide is well-known enough. This book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. It is therefore
easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for
having this specific Closing the Gate: Race, Politics, and the Chinese Exclusion Act (Contention; 7)
instantly.

Joan Marcial:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them is
this Closing the Gate: Race, Politics, and the Chinese Exclusion Act (Contention; 7).

Jennifer Valdovinos:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Closing the Gate: Race, Politics, and the



Chinese Exclusion Act (Contention; 7) can give you a lot of friends because by you investigating this one
book you have thing that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This kind of
book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that probably your
friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate?
Let us have Closing the Gate: Race, Politics, and the Chinese Exclusion Act (Contention; 7).
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