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"Le Chef-d'œuvre inconnu" (English "The Unknown Masterpiece") is a short story by Honoré de Balzac. It
was first published in the newspaper L'Artiste with the title "Maître Frenhofer" (English: "Master
Frenhofer") in August 1831. It appeared again later in the same year under the title "Catherine Lescault,
conte fantastique." It was published in Balzac's Études philosophiques in 1837 and was integrated into the La
Comédie humaine in 1846. At the most fundamental level, "Le Chef-d'œuvre inconnu" is a reflection on art.

The story concerns young Nicolas Poussin, an artist as yet unknown to the world, who visits the painter
Porbus in his workshop. He is accompanied by the old master Frenhofer who comments expertly on the large
tableau that Porbus has just finished. The painting is of Mary of Egypt, and while Frenhofer sings her
praises, he hints that the work seems unfinished. With some slight touches of the paintbrush, Frenhofer
transforms Porbus' painting such that Mary the Egyptian appears to come alive before their very eyes.
Although Frenhofer has mastered his technique, he admits that he has been unable to find a suitable model
for his own masterpiece, La Belle noiseuse, on which he has been working for ten years. This future
masterpiece, that no one has yet seen, is to be the portrait of Catherine Lescault. Poussin offers his own
lover, Gilette, as a potential model.
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From reader reviews:

James Sharpton:

Here thing why this specific The Unknown Masterpiece: (Le Chef-d'oeuvre inconnu) are different and
reputable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good however it depends in the content from it which
is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. The Unknown Masterpiece: (Le Chef-d'oeuvre inconnu)
giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no e-book
that similar with The Unknown Masterpiece: (Le Chef-d'oeuvre inconnu). It gives you thrill studying
journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is probably can be
happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your
method home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of
The Unknown Masterpiece: (Le Chef-d'oeuvre inconnu) in e-book can be your option.

Edward Shaw:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine give you lot
of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you
want sense happy read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the The Unknown
Masterpiece: (Le Chef-d'oeuvre inconnu) is kind of publication which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

Gale Velez:

The book The Unknown Masterpiece: (Le Chef-d'oeuvre inconnu) will bring someone to the new experience
of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new
book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book The Unknown Masterpiece: (Le Chef-d'oeuvre
inconnu) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site,
so you can easier to read the book.

Walter Pyle:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they get a
half elements of the book. You can choose often the book The Unknown Masterpiece: (Le Chef-d'oeuvre
inconnu) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading ability is developing when you
like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the feeling about book
and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to available a book and read it. Beside
that the book The Unknown Masterpiece: (Le Chef-d'oeuvre inconnu) can to be your brand new friend when
you're sense alone and confuse using what must you're doing of this time.
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