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American or Middle Eastern, Ashkenazi or Sephardi, insular or immersed in modern life—however diverse
their situations or circumstances, Jews draw on common traditions and texts when they mark life's
momentous events and rites of passage. The interplay of past and present, of individual practice and
collective identity, emerges as a central fact of contemporary Jewish experience in Harvey E. Goldberg's
multifaceted account of how Jews celebrate and observe the cycles of life. A leading anthropologist of
Jewish culture, Goldberg draws on his own experience as well as classic sources and the latest research to
create a nuanced portrait of Jewish rituals and customs that balances the reality of "ordinary Jews" with the
authority of tradition.

Looking at classic rites of passage such as circumcision and marriage, along with emerging life-milestone
practices like pilgrimage and identity-seeking tourism, Jewish Passages aptly reflects the remarkable cultural
and religious diversity within Judaism. This work offers a new view of Jewish culture and history with the
individual firmly situated at their center by blending anecdote and historical vignettes with rabbinic,
midrashic, and anthropological insights; by exploring Sephardi and Ashkenazi traditions as well as modern
ideologies; and by bringing into sharp relief the activities of women and relations with Gentile neighbors. As
such, this book provides a unique window on the particulars—and the significance—of personal and
communal acts of identification among Jews past, present, and future.
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From reader reviews:
Sharon Bedgood:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
usto learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some peoplereally feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem aswell as
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Jewish Passages: Cycles of Jewish Life.

Patricia Watts:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. Y ou can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It al right you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Jewish Passages. Cycles of
Jewish Life which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

GayelLewis:

This Jewish Passages. Cycles of Jewish Lifeis fresh way for you who has fascination to look for some
information because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know
or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Jewish Passages: Cycles of Jewish Life can be
the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get simply by
anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure | mean in the e-
book form. People who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer.
So thereis absolutely no in reading a publication especialy thisone. Y ou can find actually looking for. It
should be here for a person. So, don't missit! Just read this e-book variety for your better life in addition to
knowledge.

Todd Lyons:

Reading areserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. Y ou can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled
update of news. On this modern eralike currently, many ways to get information are available for an
individual. From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference
book, fresh and comic. Y ou can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time
to open your book? Or just looking for the Jewish Passages: Cycles of Jewish Life when you essential it?
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