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"As it is, the book is indispensable; it has, indeed, no serious English rival." — Times Literary Supplement
"Sir Thomas Heath, foremost English historian of the ancient exact sciences in the twentieth century." —
Prof. W. H. Stahl
"Indeed, seeing that so much of Greek is mathematics, it is arguable that, if one would understand the Greek
genius fully, it would be a good plan to begin with their geometry."
The perspective that enabled Sir Thomas Heath to understand the Greek genius — deep intimacy with
languages, literatures, philosophy, and all the sciences — brought him perhaps closer to his beloved subjects,
and to their own ideal of educated men than is common or even possible today. Heath read the original texts
with a critical, scrupulous eye and brought to this definitive two-volume history the insights of a
mathematician communicated with the clarity of classically taught English.
"Of all the manifestations of the Greek genius none is more impressive and even awe-inspiring than that
which is revealed by the history of Greek mathematics." Heath records that history with the scholarly
comprehension and comprehensiveness that marks this work as obviously classic now as when it first
appeared in 1921. The linkage and unity of mathematics and philosophy suggest the outline for the entire
history. Heath covers in sequence Greek numerical notation, Pythagorean arithmetic, Thales and
Pythagorean geometry, Zeno, Plato, Euclid, Aristarchus, Archimedes, Apollonius, Hipparchus and
trigonometry, Ptolemy, Heron, Pappus, Diophantus of Alexandria and the algebra. Interspersed are sections
devoted to the history and analysis of famous problems: squaring the circle, angle trisection, duplication of
the cube, and an appendix on Archimedes's proof of the subtangent property of a spiral. The coverage is
everywhere thorough and judicious; but Heath is not content with plain exposition: It is a defect in the
existing histories that, while they state generally the contents of, and the main propositions proved in, the
great treatises of Archimedes and Apollonius, they make little attempt to describe the procedure by which the
results are obtained. I have therefore taken pains, in the most significant cases, to show the course of the
argument in sufficient detail to enable a competent mathematician to grasp the method used and to apply it, if
he will, to other similar investigations.
Mathematicians, then, will rejoice to find Heath back in print and accessible after many years. Historians of
Greek culture and science can renew acquaintance with a standard reference; readers in general will find,
particularly in the energetic discourses on Euclid and Archimedes, exactly what Heath means by impressive
and awe-inspiring.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Music:

This A History of Greek Mathematics, Volume II: From Aristarchus to Diophantus (Dover Books on
Mathematics) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit
you obtain by reading this book is information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get info which is
getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This particular A History of Greek
Mathematics, Volume II: From Aristarchus to Diophantus (Dover Books on Mathematics) without we know
teach the one who reading it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't become worry A History
of Greek Mathematics, Volume II: From Aristarchus to Diophantus (Dover Books on Mathematics) can
bring any time you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it
inside your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This A History of Greek Mathematics, Volume II: From
Aristarchus to Diophantus (Dover Books on Mathematics) having excellent arrangement in word and also
layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Margaret Soto:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This A History of Greek Mathematics, Volume II: From Aristarchus to
Diophantus (Dover Books on Mathematics) book is readable by simply you who hate those perfect word
style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving even decrease
the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer involving A History of Greek Mathematics, Volume
II: From Aristarchus to Diophantus (Dover Books on Mathematics) content conveys objective easily to
understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just
different by means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking A History of Greek Mathematics, Volume II:
From Aristarchus to Diophantus (Dover Books on Mathematics) is not loveable to be your top list reading
book?

John Casteel:

This A History of Greek Mathematics, Volume II: From Aristarchus to Diophantus (Dover Books on
Mathematics) usually are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The
explanation of this A History of Greek Mathematics, Volume II: From Aristarchus to Diophantus (Dover
Books on Mathematics) can be on the list of great books you must have will be giving you more than just
simple reading food but feed you with information that possibly will shock your previous knowledge. This
book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones.
Beside that this A History of Greek Mathematics, Volume II: From Aristarchus to Diophantus (Dover Books
on Mathematics) giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical
thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.



Bruno Reed:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family members or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read any
book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole day to reading
a guide. The book A History of Greek Mathematics, Volume II: From Aristarchus to Diophantus (Dover
Books on Mathematics) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this
book. They were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to develop this book you can
buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is
not to cover but this book features high quality.
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