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Blends memoir and legal cases to show how contracts can create family relationships
 
Most people think of love and contracts as strange bedfellows, or even opposites. In Love’s Promises,
however, law professor Martha Ertman shows that far from cold and calculating, contracts shape and sustain
families. 

Blending memoir and law, Ertman delves into the legal cases, anecdotes, and history of family law to show
that love comes in different packages, each shaped by different contracts and mini-contracts she calls
“deals.” Family law should and often does recognize that variety because legal rules, like relationships,
aren’t one size fits all. The most common form of family—which Ertman calls “Plan A”—come into being
through different kinds of agreements than the more uncommon families that she dubs “Plan B.”
Recognizing the contractual core of all families shows that Plan B is neither unnatural nor unworthy of legal
recognition, just different.

After telling her own moving and often irreverent story about becoming part of a Plan B family of two moms
and a dad raising a child, Ertman shows that all kinds of people—straight and gay, married and single,
related by adoption or by genetics—use contracts to shape their relationships. As couples navigate marriage,
reproductive technologies, adoption, and cohabitation, they encounter contracts. Sometimes hidden and other
times openly acknowledged, these contracts ensure that the people they think of as “family” are legally
recognized as family in the eyes of the law.  

Family exchanges can be substantial, like vows of fidelity, or small, like “I cook and you clean.” But
regardless of scope, the agreements shape the emotional, social, and financial terrain of family relationships.
Seeing the instrumental role contracts will help readers better understand how contracts and deals work in
their own families as well as those around them. 

Both insightful and paradigm-shifting, Love’s Promises lets readers in on the power of contracts and deals to
support love in its many forms and to honor the different ways that our nearest and dearest contribute to our
daily lives.
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From reader reviews:

Dawn Hicks:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Love's Promises: How Formal and Informal Contracts Shape All Kinds of
Families (Queer Ideas/Queer Action). Try to stumble through book Love's Promises: How Formal and
Informal Contracts Shape All Kinds of Families (Queer Ideas/Queer Action) as your friend. It means that it
can for being your friend when you sense alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know
anything by the book. So , we should make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Arthur Reaves:

This book untitled Love's Promises: How Formal and Informal Contracts Shape All Kinds of Families
(Queer Ideas/Queer Action) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that is because when
you read this book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book
retailer or you can order it by means of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to
you to past this book from your list.

Phillip Vargas:

Beside that Love's Promises: How Formal and Informal Contracts Shape All Kinds of Families (Queer
Ideas/Queer Action) in your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or
information. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh in the oven so don't always be
worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Love's Promises:
How Formal and Informal Contracts Shape All Kinds of Families (Queer Ideas/Queer Action) because this
book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get
what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable
option here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that?
Find this book as well as read it from currently!

Roosevelt Alday:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or created from each source this filled update of news.
With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching
for the Love's Promises: How Formal and Informal Contracts Shape All Kinds of Families (Queer



Ideas/Queer Action) when you needed it?
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