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Essay from the year 2010 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade: 2,0,
University of Trier (Anglistik), course: British Short Stories, language: English, abstract: “A young boy,
determined to cleanse himself of the embarrassing stigma of his virginity, seduces and beds his 10-year-old
sister. A husband, who treasures a nineteenth-century criminal’s penis in a jar, “disappears” his wife into a
surfaceless plane. A man revenges himself by pouring a pan of boiling oil into the lap of an antagonizing co-
worker. An Aunt forces her nephew to don dress and blonde wig before coming down to dinner. Welcome to
the world of Ian McEwan” (Slay 9).
Ian Russell McEwan was born on the 21st of June in 1948 in Aldershot, England, as the only son of David
and Rose McEwan. He spent most his childhood in military outposts such as Singapore and Libya because
his father was a soldier of the British army. After having attended a boarding school in Suffolk, he enters the
University of Sussex in 1966 where he began writing fiction and also achieved his BA degree in English
literature in 1970. One year later he obtained his MA degree at the University of East Anglia, Norwich. In
1975 he published his first short story collection, First Love, Last Rites, which was his Master thesis in the
subject ‘creative writing’. The shocking stories that are arranged in First Love, Last Rites brought him
immediate critical compliments and he won the Somerset Maugham Award for their intelligent skills and
originality. Most of these stories deal with abnormal sexuality, disorganized family life or claustrophobic
tales.
In his Short Stories, McEwan wrote at the beginning of his career, the protagonists are mostly children or
young persons who tell the stories as first person narrators. Wolfgang G. Müller says in his interpretation of
the Short story First Love, Last Rites that “the attention is drawn to the developmental stage of adolescence
with its psychological problems that are especially linked to the first sexual experiences and to the search of
gender identity” (translated from Müller 266). Ian McEwan became well known for his “new way of dealing
with the topic of initiation where he places special emphasis on transgress and perverse sexual behaviour and
also on criminal aspects” (translated from Müller 266).
In this term paper the title story First Love, Last Rites will be analysed in the context of initiation and
adolescence. Hereby, I will firstly introduce some important terms so that I can go on with explaining what
an initiation story is. The last part then will be about the short story itself where I will summarize and analyse
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From reader reviews:

Agnes Higa:

This Ian McEwan's Short Story "First Love, Last Rites" as a Story of Initiation and Adolescence book is just
not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this
book is usually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you
actually read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Ian McEwan's Short Story "First Love, Last
Rites" as a Story of Initiation and Adolescence without we know teach the one who examining it become
critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't be worry Ian McEwan's Short Story "First Love, Last Rites" as a
Story of Initiation and Adolescence can bring whenever you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even phone. This Ian
McEwan's Short Story "First Love, Last Rites" as a Story of Initiation and Adolescence having great
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Edna Kopec:

The e-book with title Ian McEwan's Short Story "First Love, Last Rites" as a Story of Initiation and
Adolescence contains a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this
book. This kind of book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this guide represented the
condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This
particular book will bring you within new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your
own smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

David Hogan:

Beside that Ian McEwan's Short Story "First Love, Last Rites" as a Story of Initiation and Adolescence in
your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information
and the knowledge you can got here is fresh through the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an
previous people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Ian McEwan's Short Story "First Love, Last
Rites" as a Story of Initiation and Adolescence because this book offers to you readable information. Do you
at times have book but you do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not end up to
happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring
beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book and read it from currently!

Roy Jordan:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This reserve Ian McEwan's Short Story "First Love, Last Rites" as a Story of Initiation
and Adolescence was filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your
scientific disciplines competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a book. If you know



how big benefit from a book, you can sense enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like now, many ways
to get book that you simply wanted.
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