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". . . Work on as though Heaven were before you and Hell behind you." (From a letter written by Central
Pacific's Collis P. Huntington to his partner, Leland Stanford, dated June 15, 1868 .)

It was the dawn of the Gilded Age; it welded the new western United States to the East with twin bands of
iron; it opened a path for settlement and exploitation, utterly transforming the West as it sealed the doom of
the Plains Indian culture; it was the culmination of the backbreaking work of more than twenty-five thousand
laborers; it was, without a doubt, the century's second most transformative chain of events after the Civil
War. Empire Express is the story of that gigantic enterprise to build a railroad from the Missouri to the
Pacific, which culminated in the driving of the Golden Spike in the Utah desert in 1869 but ended in
pervasive national scandals just four years later. It is also about the building of the enterprise known as the
United States of America.

Spanning three dramatic decades, during which America effectively doubled in size, dreamed of glories upon
the world's stage, fought three wars, and began to discover itself, Empire Express reads like a novel--
colorful, lively, extremely dramatic--a page-turner, told from the points of view of participants. It draws on
original sources as no previous chronicle has done--thousands of pages of handwritten letters, diaries,
telegrams, and an array of biographical and historical works. Empire Express is also the first book to treat the
building of the railroad in context, intrinsically connected to larger or distant events, part of a much larger,
national picture viewed through a clear, discerning wide-angle lens.

As with the best of David McCullough's histories of the Brooklyn Bridge and the Panama Canal, Shelby
Foote's The Civil War and Stephen Ambrose's Undaunted Courage, Empire Express offers a compelling,
personality-filled story of one of America's most triumphant undertakings--history reading at its best.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Allen:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed Empire Express:
Building the First Transcontinental Railroad? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You understand
beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with
the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Michael Yancey:

Here thing why that Empire Express: Building the First Transcontinental Railroad are different and trusted to
be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content from it which is the
content is as yummy as food or not. Empire Express: Building the First Transcontinental Railroad giving you
information deeper since different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no guide that similar
with Empire Express: Building the First Transcontinental Railroad. It gives you thrill reading through
journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is perhaps can
be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your
technique home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of
Empire Express: Building the First Transcontinental Railroad in e-book can be your substitute.

Michele Fernandez:

This Empire Express: Building the First Transcontinental Railroad is great e-book for you because the
content and that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and also have to make
decision every minute. This particular book reveal it information accurately using great arrange word or we
can declare no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having Empire Express: Building the First Transcontinental Railroad in your hand like keeping
the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no guide that offer you
world within ten or fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hi Mr.
and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt in which?

Stephany Garcia:

You can obtain this Empire Express: Building the First Transcontinental Railroad by visit the bookstore or
Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for your
knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by means of written or printed but in addition can you
enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your mobile phone
and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your



book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose
suitable ways for you.
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