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With the abolition of the transatlantic slave trade in 1808, many African Americans began calling for "a day
of publick thanksgiving" to commemorate this important step toward freedom. During the ensuing century,
black leaders built on this foundation and constructed a distinctive and vibrant tradition through their
celebrations of the end of slavery in New York State, the British West Indies, and eventually the United
States as a whole. In this revealing study, Mitch Kachun explores the multiple functions and contested
meanings surrounding African American emancipation celebrations from the abolition of the slave trade to
the fiftieth anniversary of U.S. emancipation.

Excluded from July Fourth and other American nationalist rituals for most of this period, black activists used
these festivals of freedom to encourage community building and race uplift. Kachun demonstrates that, even
as these annual rituals helped define African Americans as a people by fostering a sense of shared history,
heritage, and identity, they were also sites of ambiguity and conflict. Freedom celebrations served as
occasions for debate over black representations in the public sphere, struggles for group leadership, and
contests over collective memory and its meaning.

Based on extensive research in African American newspapers and oration texts, this book retraces a vital if
often overlooked tradition in African American political culture and addresses important issues about black
participation in the public sphere. By illuminating the origins of black Americans' public commemorations, it
also helps explain why there have been increasing calls in recent years to make the "Juneteenth" observance
of emancipation an American?not just an African American?day of commemoration.
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From reader reviews:

Terri Rouse:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Festivals of Freedom: Memory and Meaning in African American
Emancipation Celebrations, 1808-1915. Try to make the book Festivals of Freedom: Memory and Meaning
in African American Emancipation Celebrations, 1808-1915 as your friend. It means that it can being your
friend when you truly feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah,
it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you more confidence because you can know almost
everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Janice Perry:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Festivals of Freedom: Memory and Meaning in African American Emancipation
Celebrations, 1808-1915 book is readable by simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the
info here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge
that want to offer to you. The writer associated with Festivals of Freedom: Memory and Meaning in African
American Emancipation Celebrations, 1808-1915 content conveys prospect easily to understand by many
individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different such as it. So , do you
continue to thinking Festivals of Freedom: Memory and Meaning in African American Emancipation
Celebrations, 1808-1915 is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Stacy Brooks:

This Festivals of Freedom: Memory and Meaning in African American Emancipation Celebrations, 1808-
1915 is great e-book for you because the content that is full of information for you who all always deal with
world and get to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it data accurately using great arrange
word or we can point out no rambling sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have
whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult core
information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Festivals of Freedom: Memory and Meaning in
African American Emancipation Celebrations, 1808-1915 in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm,
info in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no guide that offer you world within ten or fifteen
moment right but this guide already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you
still doubt this?

William Moreau:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Festivals of Freedom: Memory and Meaning
in African American Emancipation Celebrations, 1808-1915 is simple to develop you can read it in the



playground, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring often the printed
book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart
phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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