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It was a catastrophe without precedent in recorded history: for months on end, starting in A.D. 535, a strange,
dusky haze robbed much of the earth of normal sunlight. Crops failed in Asia and the Middle East as global
weather patterns radically altered. Bubonic plague, exploding out of Africa, wiped out entire populations in
Europe. Flood and drought brought ancient cultures to the brink of collapse. In a matter of decades, the old
order died and a new world—essentially the modern world as we know it today—began to emerge.

In this fascinating, groundbreaking, totally accessible book, archaeological journalist David Keys
dramatically reconstructs the global chain of revolutions that began in the catastrophe of A.D. 535, then
offers a definitive explanation of how and why this cataclysm occurred on that momentous day centuries
ago.

The Roman Empire, the greatest power in Europe and the Middle East for centuries, lost half its territory in
the century following the catastrophe. During the exact same period, the ancient southern Chinese state,
weakened by economic turmoil, succumbed to invaders from the north, and a single unified China was born.
Meanwhile, as restless tribes swept down from the central Asian steppes, a new religion known as Islam
spread through the Middle East. As Keys demonstrates with compelling originality and authoritative
research, these were not isolated upheavals but linked events arising from the same cause and rippling
around the world like an enormous tidal wave.

Keys's narrative circles the globe as he identifies the eerie fallout from the months of darkness:
unprecedented drought in Central America, a strange yellow dust drifting like snow over eastern Asia,
prolonged famine, and the hideous pandemic of the bubonic plague. With a superb command of ancient
literatures and historical records, Keys makes hitherto unrecognized connections between the "wasteland"
that overspread the British countryside and the fall of the great pyramid-building Teotihuacan civilization in
Mexico, between a little-known "Jewish empire" in Eastern Europe and the rise of the Japanese nation-state,
between storms in France and pestilence in Ireland.

In the book's final chapters, Keys delves into the mystery at the heart of this global catastrophe: Why did it
happen? The answer, at once surprising and definitive, holds chilling implications for our own precarious
geopolitical future. Wide-ranging in its scholarship, written with flair and passion, filled with original
insights, Catastrophe is a superb synthesis of history, science, and cultural interpretation.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Johnson:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Catastrophe: An
Investigation into the Origins of Modern Civilization? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You recognize
beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree
with the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Donald Sigman:

The book Catastrophe: An Investigation into the Origins of Modern Civilization can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a very
important thing like a book Catastrophe: An Investigation into the Origins of Modern Civilization? Several
of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim which book can give many data for us. It is
absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you
are able to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Catastrophe: An Investigation into the
Origins of Modern Civilization has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you.
You can appear the enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Jesse Hooker:

The book Catastrophe: An Investigation into the Origins of Modern Civilization will bring you to definitely
the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to
find new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book Catastrophe: An Investigation into the Origins
of Modern Civilization is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from official web
site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Ivan Dinkel:

The actual book Catastrophe: An Investigation into the Origins of Modern Civilization has a lot of
information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book. This
particular book very easy to read you can find the point easily after perusing this book.
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