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The pianist, composer, and bandleader Randy Weston is one of the world’s most influential jazz musicians
and a remarkable storyteller whose career has spanned five continents and more than six decades. Packed
with fascinating anecdotes, African Rhythms is Weston’s life story, as told by him to the music journalist
Willard Jenkins. It encompasses Weston’s childhood in Brooklyn’s Bedford-Stuyvesant
neighborhood—where his parents and other members of their generation imbued him with pride in his
African heritage—and his introduction to jazz and early years as a musician in the artistic ferment of mid-
twentieth-century New York. His music has taken him around the world: he has performed in eighteen
African countries, in Buddhist temples and Shinto shrines, in the Canterbury Cathedral, and at the grand
opening of the Bibliotheca Alexandrina: The New Library of Alexandria. Africa is at the core of Weston’s
music and spirituality. He has traversed the continent on a continuous quest to learn about its musical
traditions, produced its first major jazz festival, and lived for years in Morocco, where he opened a popular
jazz club, the African Rhythms Club, in Tangier.

Weston’s narrative is replete with tales of the people he has met and befriended, and with whom he has
worked. He describes his unique partnerships with Langston Hughes, the musician and arranger Melba
Liston, and the jazz scholar Marshall Stearns, as well as his friendships and collaborations with Duke
Ellington, Dizzy Gillespie, Coleman Hawkins, Thelonious Monk, Billy Strayhorn, Max Roach, Charlie
Parker, Miles Davis, the novelist Paul Bowles, the Cuban percussionist Candido Camero, the Ghanaian jazz
artist Kofi Ghanaba, the Gnawa musicians of Morocco, and many others. With African Rhythms, an
international jazz virtuoso continues to create cultural history.
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From reader reviews:

Bryan Rodriguez:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled African Rhythms: The Autobiography of Randy Weston (a John Hope
Franklin Center Book). Try to stumble through book African Rhythms: The Autobiography of Randy
Weston (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) as your close friend. It means that it can to get your friend when
you feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for
you. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we need
to make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Lewis Tuggle:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time
to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible
African Rhythms: The Autobiography of Randy Weston (a John Hope Franklin Center Book)? Maybe it is to
get best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's
book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have some other opinion?

John Guenther:

The book African Rhythms: The Autobiography of Randy Weston (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the good thing
like a book African Rhythms: The Autobiography of Randy Weston (a John Hope Franklin Center Book)?
Some of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book can give many details for us.
It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for
that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book African Rhythms: The Autobiography of
Randy Weston (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and
large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by available and read a book. So it is very
wonderful.

Flora Godfrey:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-book
means, more simple and reachable. This African Rhythms: The Autobiography of Randy Weston (a John
Hope Franklin Center Book) can give you a lot of pals because by you considering this one book you have
thing that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you
to get success. This e-book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more
than different make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have African Rhythms: The



Autobiography of Randy Weston (a John Hope Franklin Center Book).
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