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In this impressive study, David Rich demonstrates how the modernization of Russia's general staff during the
second half of the nineteenth century reshaped its intellectual and strategic outlook and equipped the staff to
play a strong, and at times dominant, role in shaping Russian foreign policy.

Rich weaves together several levels of narrative to show how the increasingly sophisticated, scientific, and
positivistic work attitudes and habits of the general staff acculturated younger officers, redefining their
relationship with, and responsibilities to, the state. In time, this new generation of officers projected their
characteristic notions onto the state and onto autocracy itself; professional concern for the security of the
state eclipsed traditional unquestioning loyalty to the regime. Rich goes on to show how divergence between
diplomatic and military aims among those responsible for making strategy cost the state dearly in terms of
economic stability and international standing.

The author supports his findings with original research in Russian foreign policy and military archives and
wide reading in published sources. The Tsar's Colonels contributes to a number of debates in Russian
military and social history and offers new insights on the structural roots of the Great War, and on the
theoretical problems of modernization and professionalization.
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From reader reviews:

Bernard Martin:

This book untitled The Tsar's Colonels: Professionalism, Strategy, and Subversion in Late Imperial Russia to
be one of several books this best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this e-book you
can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book store or you can order it
via online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book,
because you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from
your list.

Avery Thomas:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent 24 hours
a day to reading a e-book. The book The Tsar's Colonels: Professionalism, Strategy, and Subversion in Late
Imperial Russia it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These were
enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the
actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but
this book has high quality.

Evan Reyes:

Precisely why? Because this The Tsar's Colonels: Professionalism, Strategy, and Subversion in Late Imperial
Russia is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you
with the secret this inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
awesome way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to
regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book include such as help
improving your expertise and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I
were you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Bobby Hanke:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or real their leisure
activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's



country. Therefore , this The Tsar's Colonels: Professionalism, Strategy, and Subversion in Late Imperial
Russia can make you really feel more interested to read.
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