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The adversary system of trial, the defining feature of the Anglo-American legal procedure, developed late in
English legal history. For centuries defendants were forbidden to have legal counsel, and lawyers seldom
appeared for the prosecution either. Trial was meant to be an occasion for the defendant to answer the
charges in person.

The transformation from lawyer-free to lawyer-dominated criminal trial happened within the space of about
a century, from the 1690's to the 1780's. This book explains how the lawyers captured the trial. In addition to
conventional legal sources, Professor Langbein draws upon a rich vein of contemporary pamphlet accounts
about trials in London's Old Bailey. The book also mines these novel sources to provide the first detailed
account of the formation of the law of criminal evidence.

Responding to menacing prosecutorial initiatives (including reward-seeking thief takers and crown witnesses
induced to testify in order to save their own necks) the judges of the 1730's decided to allow the defendant to
have counsel to cross-examine accusing witnesses. By restricting counsel to the work of examining and
cross-examining witnesses, the judges intended that the accused would still need to respond in person to the
charges against him. Professor Langbein shows how counsel manipulated the dynamics of adversary
procedure to defeat the judges design, ultimately silencing the accused and transforming the very purpose of
the criminal trial. Trial ceased to be an opportunity for the accused to speak, and instead became an occasion
for defense counsel to test the prosecution case.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Smith:

This The Origins of Adversary Criminal Trial (Oxford Studies in Modern Legal History) usually are reliable
for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Origins of
Adversary Criminal Trial (Oxford Studies in Modern Legal History) can be one of the great books you must
have is giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with information that perhaps
will shock your prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and
whenever your conditions in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The Origins of Adversary Criminal
Trial (Oxford Studies in Modern Legal History) giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary,
giving you trial of critical thinking that could it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy
reading.

Julie Bell:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with
their family, or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled The Origins of Adversary Criminal Trial
(Oxford Studies in Modern Legal History) can be very good book to read. May be it is usually best activity
to you.

Theresa Adams:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Origins of Adversary Criminal
Trial (Oxford Studies in Modern Legal History) publication written by well-known writer whose to say well
how to make book that may be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you
still question The Origins of Adversary Criminal Trial (Oxford Studies in Modern Legal History) as good
book not simply by the cover but also with the content. This is one e-book that can break don't ascertain
book by its include, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your
reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Jean McCallum:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the books in the
top checklist in your reading list is The Origins of Adversary Criminal Trial (Oxford Studies in Modern



Legal History). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning out to be
precious person. By looking upwards and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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