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Many writers in early modern England drew on the rhetorical tradition to explore affective experience. In
The Imperfect Friend, Wendy Olmsted examines a broad range of Renaissance and Reformation sources, all
of which aim to cultivate 'emotional intelligence' through rhetorical means, with a view to understanding
how emotion functions in these texts. In the works of Sir Philip Sidney (1554-1586), John Milton (1608-
1674), and many others, characters are depicted conversing with one another about their emotions. While
counselors appeal to objective reasons for feeling a certain way, their efforts to shape emotion often
encounter resistance.

This volume demonstrates how, in Renaissance and Reformation literature, failures of persuasion arise from
conflicts among competing rhetorical frameworks among characters. Multiple frameworks, Olmsted argues,
produce tensions and, consequently, an interiorized conflicted self. By situating emotional discourse within
distinct historical and socio-cultural perspectives, The Imperfect Friend sheds new light on how the writings
of Sidney, Milton, and others grappled with problems of personal identity. From their innovations, the study
concludes, friendship emerges as a favourite site of counseling the afflicted and perturbed.
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From reader reviews:

Lawrence Rector:

The book The Imperfect Friend: Emotion and Rhetoric in Sidney, Milton and Their Conexts can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like
a book The Imperfect Friend: Emotion and Rhetoric in Sidney, Milton and Their Conexts? Several of you
have a different opinion about book. But one aim that book can give many information for us. It is absolutely
suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are able to
give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book The Imperfect Friend: Emotion and Rhetoric in
Sidney, Milton and Their Conexts has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function
for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Dora Campfield:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Sure, by
reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is high. For you who
want to start reading a new book, we give you that The Imperfect Friend: Emotion and Rhetoric in Sidney,
Milton and Their Conexts book as basic and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually
more than just a book.

Edward Carter:

The reason? Because this The Imperfect Friend: Emotion and Rhetoric in Sidney, Milton and Their Conexts
is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock
you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who write the book in
such wonderful way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still
convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or
you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have got such
as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold off having that
book? If I had been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Kristy Moore:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping The Imperfect Friend: Emotion
and Rhetoric in Sidney, Milton and Their Conexts that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by
means of reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to
know world considerably better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly
that reading behavior only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all



you who want to start examining as your good habit, you can pick The Imperfect Friend: Emotion and
Rhetoric in Sidney, Milton and Their Conexts become your own personal starter.
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