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"[T]his handsomely-produced volume performs admirably as a series of introductions to sources,
approaches, and the state of scholarship on major topics in Roman social history . . . Collections of essays
come and go, but this one will stay in wide use. Each essay can stand alone but, tied together by the theme of
dominance, the whole is greater than the sum of its parts."
---Donald Kyle, Bryn Mawr Classical Review

"This collection of essays is intended to serve as a coursebook for introductory lecture series on Roman
civilization; the essays are concentrated on fundamental aspects of Roman society, and no prior knowledge
of antiquity on the reader's part is assumed. . . . The book as a whole is entirely successful in its projected
aim: an immense range of detailed information about antiquity is presented in readable and largely
sophisticated discussion. . . . Increasingly we need to be able to suggest to our students reading that is
introductory but also in-depth and challenging, and this book is one possible reading that we can offer."
---Ellen O'Gorman, Classical Review

Life, Death, and Entertainment gives those with a general interest in Roman antiquity a starting point,
informed by the latest developments in scholarship, for understanding the extraordinary range of Roman
society. Family structure, slavery, gender identity, food supply, religion, and entertainment---all crucial parts
of the Roman world---are discussed here, in a single volume that offers an approachable guide for readers of
all backgrounds. The collection unites a series of general introductions on each of these topics, bringing
readers in touch with a broad range of evidence, as well as with a wide variety of approaches to basic
questions about the Roman world.

The newly expanded edition includes historian Keith Hopkins' pathbreaking article on Roman slaves.
Volume editor David Potter has contributed two new translations of documents from emperors Hadrian and
Marcus Aurelius. Hadrian's letters document a reorganization of the festival cycle in the Empire and reassert
the importance of the Olympic Games; the letter to Marcus provides the most important surviving evidence
for how gladiatorial games were actually organized. 

Contributors to the volume include Greg S. Aldrete, Hazel Dodge, Bruce W. Frier, Maud W. Gleason, Ann
E. Hanson, Keith Hopkins, David J. Mattingly, and David S. Potter.

D.S. Potter is Professor of Classics and Arthur F. Thurnau Professor, University of Michigan.

D.J. Mattingly is Professor of Roman Archaeology, University of Leicester, and a Fellow of the British
Academy.

Cover illustrations: top left, Karanis Excavation, courtesy Kelsey Museum; bottom right, Monte Testacchio,
courtesy David J. Mattingly; center, Pollice Verso by Jean-Léon Gérôme, courtesy Phoenix Art Museum,
Museum Purchase.
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From reader reviews:

James Benavidez:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that question
mainly because just their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on pre-school until university need that Life, Death, and Entertainment in the
Roman Empire to read.

James Mace:

This Life, Death, and Entertainment in the Roman Empire is great guide for you because the content that is
full of information for you who else always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This
specific book reveal it info accurately using great manage word or we can say no rambling sentences within
it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only will give
you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having
Life, Death, and Entertainment in the Roman Empire in your hand like keeping the world in your arm,
information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny
right but this reserve already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still
doubt which?

James Rouse:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This Life, Death, and Entertainment in the Roman
Empire can give you a lot of good friends because by you checking out this one book you have thing that
they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This publication offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more
than various other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have Life, Death, and
Entertainment in the Roman Empire.

William Levitt:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
From the book Life, Death, and Entertainment in the Roman Empire we can get more advantage. Don't
someone to be creative people? To become creative person must love to read a book. Simply choose the best
book that suited with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life by this book Life, Death, and
Entertainment in the Roman Empire. You can more inviting than now.
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