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Addressing the question of the origins of the Zoroastrian religion, this book argues that the intransigent
opposition to the cult of the da?vas, the ancient Indo-Iranian gods, is the root of the development of the two
central doctrines of Zoroastrianism: cosmic dualism and eschatology (fate of the soul after death and its
passage to the other world).

The da?va cult as it appears in the G?th?s, the oldest part of the Zoroastrian sacred text, the Avesta, had
eschatological pretentions. The poet of the G?th?s condemns these as deception. The book critically
examines various theories put forward since the 19th century to account for the condemnation of the da?vas.
It then turns to the relevant G?thic passages and analyzes them in detail in order to give a picture of the cult
and the reasons for its repudiation. Finally, it examines materials from other sources, especially the Greek
accounts of Iranian ritual lore (mainly) in the context of the mystery cults. Classical Greek writers
consistently associate the nocturnal ceremony of the magi with the mysteries as belonging to the same
religious-cultural category. This shows that Iranian religious lore included a nocturnal rite that aimed at
ensuring the soul’s journey to the beyond and a desirable afterlife.

Challenging the prevalent scholarship of the Greek interpretation of Iranian religious lore and proposing a
new analysis of the formation of the Hellenistic concept of ‘magic,’ this book is an important resource for
students and scholars of History, Religion and Iranian Studies.
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From reader reviews:

Leonard White:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to attempt
look for book, may be the publication untitled The Daeva Cult in the Gathas: An Ideological Archaeology of
Zoroastrianism (Iranian Studies) can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Bruce Parisien:

The book The Daeva Cult in the Gathas: An Ideological Archaeology of Zoroastrianism (Iranian Studies) has
a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled
by the very famous author. Tom makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy
to read you can obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

Opal Moffett:

Beside this particular The Daeva Cult in the Gathas: An Ideological Archaeology of Zoroastrianism (Iranian
Studies) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The
information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry if you
feel like an older people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The Daeva Cult in the Gathas: An
Ideological Archaeology of Zoroastrianism (Iranian Studies) because this book offers to you personally
readable information. Do you at times have book but you rarely get what it's interesting features of. Oh come
on, that will not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book and also read it from now!

Joel Padilla:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is named of book The
Daeva Cult in the Gathas: An Ideological Archaeology of Zoroastrianism (Iranian Studies). Contain your
knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make an individual
happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one location to
other place.
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