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Company town: The very phrase sounds un-American. Yet company towns are the essence of America.
Hershey bars, Corning glassware, Kohler bathroom fixtures, Maytag washers, Spam—each is the signature
product of a company town in which one business, for better or worse, exercises a grip over the population.
In The Company Town, Hardy Green, who has covered American business for over a decade, offers a
compelling analysis of the emergence of these communities and their role in shaping the American economy,
beginning in the country’s earliest years.
 
From the textile mills of Lowell, Massachusetts, to the R&D labs of Corning, New York; from the coal
mines of Ludlow, Colorado, to corporate campuses of today’s major tech companies: America has been
uniquely open to the development of the single-company community. But rather than adhering to a uniform
blueprint, American company towns represent two very different strands of capitalism. One is socially
benign—a paternalistic, utopian ideal that fosters the development of schools, hospitals, parks, and desirable
housing for its workers. The other, “Exploitationville,” focuses only on profits, at the expense of employees’
well-being.
 
Adeptly distinguishing between these two models, Green offers rich stories about town-builders and workers.
He vividly describes the origins of America’s company towns, the living and working conditions that
characterize them, and the violent, sometimes fatal labor confrontations that have punctuated their existence.
And he chronicles the surprising transformation underway in many such communities today.
 
With fascinating profiles of American moguls—from candyman Milton Hershey and steel man Elbert H.
Gary to oil tycoon Frank Phillips and Manhattan Project czar General Leslie B. Groves—The Company
Town is a sweeping tale of how the American economy has grown and changed, and how these urban centers
have reflected the best and worst of American capitalism.
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From reader reviews:

Randall James:

Inside other case, little people like to read book The Company Town: The Industrial Edens and Satanic Mills
That Shaped the American Economy. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as
we know about how is important any book The Company Town: The Industrial Edens and Satanic Mills That
Shaped the American Economy. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a
book. Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize everything! From your country until foreign or
abroad you may be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, you
can open a book or perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

Garnet Veach:

Precisely why? Because this The Company Town: The Industrial Edens and Satanic Mills That Shaped the
American Economy is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but
latter it will jolt you with the secret it inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all
write the book in such remarkable way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining
way but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more
or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help
improving your skill and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were
you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Gwendolyn Smith:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Company Town: The Industrial
Edens and Satanic Mills That Shaped the American Economy book written by well-known writer whose to
say well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good
manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still
doubt The Company Town: The Industrial Edens and Satanic Mills That Shaped the American Economy as
good book not merely by the cover but also by content. This is one reserve that can break don't assess book
by its include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your
examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Tammy Robinson:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You
can choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from
it. It is called of book The Company Town: The Industrial Edens and Satanic Mills That Shaped the
American Economy. Contain your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it might add your
knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about publication.
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