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Five ships against hundreds—the fledgling American Navy versus the greatest naval force the world
had ever seen…
 
America in 1775 was on the verge of revolution—or, more likely, disastrous defeat. After the bloodshed at
Lexington and Concord, England’s King George sent hundreds of ships westward to bottle up American
harbors and prey on American shipping. Colonists had no force to defend their coastline and waterways until
John Adams of Massachusetts proposed a bold solution: The Continental Congress should raise a navy.
 
The idea was mad. The Royal Navy was the mightiest floating arsenal in history, with a seemingly endless
supply of vessels. More than a hundred of these were massive “ships of the line,” bristling with up to a
hundred high-powered cannon that could level a city. The British were confident that His Majesty’s warships
would quickly bring the rebellious colonials to their knees.
 
They were wrong. Beginning with five converted merchantmen, America’s sailors became formidable
warriors, matching their wits, skills, and courage against the best of the British fleet. Victories off American
shores gave the patriots hope—victories led by captains such as John Barry, the fiery Irish-born giant;
fearless Nicholas Biddle, who stared down an armed mutineer; and James Nicholson, the underachiever who
finally redeemed himself with an inspiring display of coolness and bravery. Meanwhile, along the British
coastline, daring raids by handsome, cocksure John Paul Jones and the “Dunkirk Pirate,” Gustavus
Conyngham—who was captured and sentenced to hang but tunneled under his cell and escaped to fight
again—sent fear throughout England. The adventures of these men and others on both sides of the struggle
rival anything from Horatio Hornblower or Lucky Jack Aubrey. In the end, these rebel sailors, from the
quarterdeck to the forecastle, contributed greatly to American independence.
 
Meticulously researched and masterfully told, Give Me a Fast Ship is a rousing, epic tale of war on the high
seas—and the definitive history of the American Navy during the Revolutionary War.

INCLUDES NINE MAPS AND SIXTEEN PAGES OF FULL COLOR ILLUSTRATIONS
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From reader reviews:

Connie Sims:

The particular book Give Me a Fast Ship: The Continental Navy and America's Revolution at Sea will bring
that you the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique.
Should you try to find new book to read, this book very appropriate to you. The book Give Me a Fast Ship:
The Continental Navy and America's Revolution at Sea is much recommended to you to study. You can also
get the e-book from official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Kathy Vaughn:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its protect may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer can be Give Me a Fast Ship: The Continental Navy and
America's Revolution at Sea why because the great cover that make you consider with regards to the content
will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

John Stanley:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Give Me a Fast Ship: The
Continental Navy and America's Revolution at Sea is simple to create you can read it in the park your car, in
the beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the printed book, you can buy
often the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart
phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Robin Gilbertson:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book way, more simple and reachable. This specific Give Me a Fast Ship: The Continental Navy and
America's Revolution at Sea can give you a lot of close friends because by you checking out this one book
you have thing that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This specific book can be
one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't know,
by knowing more than various other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have Give
Me a Fast Ship: The Continental Navy and America's Revolution at Sea.
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