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Captain James A. Baker, Houston lawyer, banker, and businessman, received an alarming telegram on
September 23, 1900: his elderly millionaire client William Marsh Rice had died unexpectedly in New York
City. Baker rushed to New York, where he unraveled a plot to murder Rice and plunder his estate. Working
tirelessly with local authorities, Baker saved Rice’s fortune from more than one hundred claimants; he
championed the wishes of his deceased client and founded Rice Institute for the Advancement of Literature,
Science and Art—today’s internationally acclaimed Rice University.

For fifty years Captain Baker nurtured Rice’s dream. He partnered with leading lawyers to create Houston’s
first nationally recognized law firm: Baker, Botts, Lovett & Parker, now the worldwide legal practice of
Baker Botts L.L.P. He chartered several Houston businesses and utility companies, developed two major
regional banks, promoted real estate projects, and led an active civic life. To expand the Institute’s
endowment, Baker invested William Marsh Rice’s fortune with local entrepreneurs, who were building
homes, office towers, commercial enterprises, and institutions that transformed Houston from a small town
in the nineteenth century to an international powerhouse in the twenty-first century.

Author Kate Sayen Kirkland explored the archival records of Baker and his family and firm and carefully
mined the archives of Baker’s contemporaries. Published as part of Rice University’s centennial celebration,
Captain James A. Baker of Houston, 1857–1941 weaves together the history of Houston and the story of an
influential man who labored all his life to make Houston a world-class city.
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From reader reviews:

Dustin Davis:

The book Captain James A. Baker of Houston, 1857-1941 give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare
time. You need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become your best friend when
you getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book Captain
James A. Baker of Houston, 1857-1941 to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your
capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open
up and read a e-book Captain James A. Baker of Houston, 1857-1941. Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Charlie Hartman:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to
stand up than other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this
specific Captain James A. Baker of Houston, 1857-1941 book as beginning and daily reading publication.
Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Benjamin Nation:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject Captain James A.
Baker of Houston, 1857-1941 suitable to you? Typically the book was written by renowned writer in this era.
The book untitled Captain James A. Baker of Houston, 1857-1941is the main one of several books this
everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read
this book you will enter the new age that you ever know prior to. The author explained their plan in the
simple way, and so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will give you a
great deal of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world within this
book.

Camille Wolfe:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Captain James A. Baker of
Houston, 1857-1941 can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending
your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have
than the others?
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