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Understanding Reading revolutionized reading theory and research when it first appeared in 1971 and it has
continued as a leader in the field through successive editions. Smith's aim in the fifth edition of this classic
text continues as it was in the first: to shed light on fundamental aspects of the complex human act of reading
-- linguistic, physiological, psychological, and social -- and on what is involved in learning to read. This
edition critically examines current theories, instructional practices, and controversies, covering a wide range
of disciplines but always remaining accessible to students and to classroom teachers.

Because reading should not be regarded as a special kind of activity but rather one that involves far broader
aspects of human thought and behavior, an understanding of reading cannot be achieved without
consideration of the nature of language and of various operating characteristics of the human brain.
Consequently, the first half of this book is devoted to such topics as comprehension, knowledge, language,
vision, and memory. A major change in the present edition is that while continuing to accommodate recent
developments in research, theory, and the author's own ideas, a new section is introduced at the end of each
chapter to outline the more persistent and contentious issues that surround particular topics.

Within cognitive science, two new and contradictory theories related to language learning -- modular theory
and connectionism -- have become influential. Both are discussed together with a closer look at other
metaphors currently employed in psychological and educational theorizing. This book also highlights the
ideological clash between whole language and direct instruction, partly at the expense of linguist Noam
Chomsky and behavioral psychologist B.F. Skinner, who figured prominently in earlier editions. No other
text integrates such a wide range of topics relative to reading, and few other texts are as readable or as "user-
friendly" for instructors, students, and practitioners.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Primo:

With other case, little folks like to read book Understanding Reading: A Psycholinguistic Analysis of
Reading and Learning To Read. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. As long as we
know about how is important a book Understanding Reading: A Psycholinguistic Analysis of Reading and
Learning To Read. You can add information and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely
right, because from book you can realize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you
will be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book
or maybe searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel uninterested to go to
the library. Let's examine.

Alfredo Dunn:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject Understanding
Reading: A Psycholinguistic Analysis of Reading and Learning To Read suitable to you? Often the book was
written by well known writer in this era. Often the book untitled Understanding Reading: A Psycholinguistic
Analysis of Reading and Learning To Readis the main of several books in which everyone read now. That
book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new way of
measuring that you ever know prior to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, thus all of people
can easily to recognise the core of this guide. This book will give you a lot of information about this world
now. In order to see the represented of the world in this book.

Roy Taylor:

The actual book Understanding Reading: A Psycholinguistic Analysis of Reading and Learning To Read has
a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. The author makes some research just before write this book. This
particular book very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this article book.

Katrina Hering:

Understanding Reading: A Psycholinguistic Analysis of Reading and Learning To Read can be one of your
nice books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary
which could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering
the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in
writing Understanding Reading: A Psycholinguistic Analysis of Reading and Learning To Read yet doesn't
forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource information that maybe
you can be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial
thinking.
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