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The Lives of Captive Reptiles Hans-Guenter Petzold
300 pages, 7 x 10 inches or 18 x 25.5 cm, hard cover, 60 photos (57 color), index. This book, originally
published in German, is a recognized classic on the biology of captive reptiles (and selected amphibians). In
it, the author carefully summarizes an enormous body of information both his own extensive experience at
Tierpark Berlin and a vast literature much of which has been little known outside the German-speaking
world. He synthesizes studies from captive and wild animals and discusses and interprets them in terms of
contemporary physiology, ethology, and reproductive biology. Petzold reviews papers in biological,
herpetological, zoo, and terrarium journals published throughout the world, including eastern Europe, Russia,
and China, and he champions the role played by amateur terrarists in making studies of general importance.
He shows how data derived from captive reptiles can lead to discoveries of importance to ethology,
reproductive biology, systematics, and veterinary management. This book will be of value to academics, zoo
personnel, veterinarians, amateur terrarists, and conservationists interested in the maintenance, reproduction,
and observation of reptiles in captivity. Hans-GÃ¼nter Petzold, late Curator of Reptiles and Deputy Director
of the Tierpark Berlin, one of the world s great zoos, was a leading expert on the biology of captive
amphibians and reptiles and author of about 350 papers and five books on captive animals. He was trained at
the University of Leipzig in systematics, ecology, and animal behavior, where he received his doctorate in
1960, and has conducted field research on reptiles overseas, including Algeria, Cuba, and Vietnam. In this
book, Petzold has marshalled this breadth of experience to make insightful connections among diverse
studies and to point out fruitful areas for future research. This English edition has been professionally
translated by Lucian Heichler, who for more than 30 years served in the foreign service of the U.S.
Department of State, and has been thoroughly edited by James B. Murphy, former Curator of Reptiles at the
Dallas Zoo and now Research Associate at the Smithsonian Institution s National Zoological Park in
Washington, D.C. The German edition was not illustrated, but this edition has been augmented by the staff of
Tierpark Berlin with 60 photographs (57 in color). Topics covered include aspects of reproduction (sexual
dimorphism, age at maturity, sex recognition and attraction, courtship behavior, copulation, gestation and
delayed fertilization, egg-laying, birth, reproductive cycles, parental care, data on eggs and clutches,
incubation time, genetic questions), development (growth, coloration and markings, regeneration, skin
shedding, longevity), and nutrition (search for and ingestion of food, digestion, excretion, defecation, pellet
formation, gastroliths, keratophagy, cannibalism). There are also discussions of the origin and history of
zoos, the relevance of terrarium observations, and species conservation programs in zoos and private terraria.
The literature cited section includes 1200 titles and there is an index to genera and species.
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From reader reviews:

Samuel Stratton:

The Lives of Captive Reptiles can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. All of us recommend
that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her
effort to set every word into delight arrangement in writing The Lives of Captive Reptiles yet doesn't forget
the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource information that maybe
you can be one among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand new stage of crucial
thinking.

Kina Chatman:

This The Lives of Captive Reptiles is completely new way for you who has fascination to look for some
information given it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you
know otherwise you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this The Lives of Captive Reptiles can
be the light food for you personally because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by
simply anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, that's why I
mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this
guide is the answer. So there is not any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking
for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book variety for your better life
as well as knowledge.

Robin Curtin:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This e-book The Lives of Captive Reptiles was filled regarding science. Spend your free time
to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has several feel when they
reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In the
modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Donald Shelton:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of
news. Within this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the The Lives of Captive Reptiles when you necessary it?
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