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Napoleon’s campaigns were the most complex military undertakings in history before the nineteenth century.
But the defining battles of Austerlitz, Borodino, and Waterloo changed more than the nature of warfare.
Concepts of chance, contingency, and probability became permanent fixtures in the West’s understanding of
how the world works. Empire of Chance examines anew the place of war in the history of Western thought,
showing how the Napoleonic Wars inspired a new discourse on knowledge.

Soldiers returning from the battlefields were forced to reconsider basic questions about what it is possible to
know and how decisions are made in a fog of imperfect knowledge. Artists and intellectuals came to see war
as embodying modernity itself. The theory of war espoused in Carl von Clausewitz’s classic treatise
responded to contemporary developments in mathematics and philosophy, and the tools for solving military
problems?maps, games, and simulations?became models for how to manage chance. On the other hand, the
realist novels of Balzac, Stendhal, and Tolstoy questioned whether chance and contingency could ever be
described or controlled.

As Anders Engberg-Pedersen makes clear, after Napoleon the state of war no longer appeared exceptional
but normative. It became a prism that revealed the underlying operative logic determining the way society is
ordered and unfolds.
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From reader reviews:

Rafael Arent:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Empire of Chance: The
Napoleonic Wars and the Disorder of Things suitable to you? The actual book was written by well known
writer in this era. Often the book untitled Empire of Chance: The Napoleonic Wars and the Disorder of
Thingsis the main one of several books that will everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many
people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know ahead
of. The author explained their thought in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand the core
of this book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help you to see the
represented of the world on this book.

Betty Smith:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or maybe
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve their talent
in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is this Empire of
Chance: The Napoleonic Wars and the Disorder of Things.

Shay Price:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer can be Empire of Chance: The Napoleonic Wars and the Disorder of
Things why because the great cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint anyone.
The inside or content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.

Diana Johnson:

You will get this Empire of Chance: The Napoleonic Wars and the Disorder of Things by check out the
bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if you get
difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by written or printed but can you
enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about
your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to



choose correct ways for you.
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