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Rethinking the category of aesthetics in light of recent developments in literary theory and social criticism,
the contributors to this volume showcase the interpretive possibilities available to those who bring politics,
culture, ideology, and conceptions of identity into their critiques. Essays combine close readings of
individual works and authors with more theoretical discussions of aesthetic theory and its relation to
American literature. In their introduction, Weinstein and Looby argue that aesthetics never left American
literary critique. Instead, the essay casts the current "return to aesthetics" as the natural consequence of
shortcomings in deconstruction and new historicism, which led to a reconfiguration of aesthetics.

Subsequent essays demonstrate the value and versatility of aesthetic considerations in literature, from
eighteenth-century poetry to twentieth-century popular music. Organized into four groups?politics, form,
gender, and theory?contributors revisit the canonical works of Henry James, Nathaniel Hawthorne, and
Stephen Crane, introduce the overlooked texts of Constance Fenimore Woolson and Earl Lind, and unpack
the complexities of the music of The Carpenters. Deeply rooted in an American context, these essays explore
literature's aesthetic dimensions in connection to American liberty and the formation of political selfhood.

Contributors include Edward Cahill, Ivy G. Wilson, June Ellison, Dorri Beam, Christopher Castiglia,
Christopher Looby, Wendy Steiner, Cindy Weinstein, Trish Loughran, Jonathan Freedman, Elisa New,
Dorothy Hale, Mary Esteve, Eric Lott, Sianne Ngai
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From reader reviews:

Laura Mason:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
if those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then you
obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen throughout you if you take American Literature's Aesthetic Dimensions as your daily resource
information.

Jamey Ainsworth:

The guide untitled American Literature's Aesthetic Dimensions is the book that recommended to you to see.
You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you actually. The language that article
author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of
study when write the book, hence the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate.
You also can get the e-book of American Literature's Aesthetic Dimensions from the publisher to make you
considerably more enjoy free time.

Brandon Huff:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has
reading's heart or real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library.
They go to generally there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important,
boring as well as can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very
important in your case. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for.
Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this American Literature's Aesthetic
Dimensions can make you feel more interested to read.

Brandon Justice:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update
of news. Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person.
From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel
and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just searching for the American Literature's Aesthetic Dimensions when you needed it?
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